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U^OR^UU FOR ICl. 



R®: V^Bath Ifesk of "Doc* Barkor 


Reference is made to my memorandum of April 80, 
1939, concerning the "Doe" Barker death mask receired from 
San Francisco • Several copies of this mask have been Tory 
successfully made in the Laboratory# 


Pending further Inotructiono as to disposition tho 
original death mask is being placed for safe keeping in the 
glass exhibit ease on moulage in the front exhibit room of 
tho Laboratory* 


For the present time I am not labeling this exhibit 
and Bureau instructions are requested as to whether tho eoie 
should carry a label Indicating it to be a death mask of "Doc" 
Barker# 


Respectfully, 

f 

Oil. 


t' 


X* F. Coffey j 
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ARTHUR E. Barker, alias Doc, (Decayed) 
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CHARACrMH OF CMS 

ESCAPED raDEIlAL PRISONERS r 


SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 






REFERENCE; 


U* S. Attorney San Francisco advises no 
prosecution will take place in this ease 
inasmuch as he has been so advised by James 
V* Bennett, Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons, Department of Justice, Washington, 
D. C. . 




Report of Special Agent A* E. Farland, dated 
March 21, 1939, at San Francisco. 


OTTAILS: at SAN FRANCISCO ; 

By letter dated March 22, 19A1, the San Francisco Field 
Division requested D. 5. District Attorney FRANK J. HENNESST, 

San Francisco, that he advise this office as to the status of 
prosecution relative to this case* 

In repl^ to the above noted letter, the U. S. District 
Attorney advised the San Francisco Field Division by letter 
^ dated April 17, 19A1, that on February 7, 1939, he had commu- 

^ nicated by letter relative to this matter with the Attorney 

General of the ^United States requesting the latter’s instruc- 
tions with regard to this matter and that he had received a 
letter dated February 13, 1939, troa JAMES V. BENNETT, Director 
i of the Bureau of prisons. Department of Justice, Washington, in 

indicated that there would be no prosecution 
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in this matter. The United States District Attorney stated that 
for this reason his office was treating this matter as closed. 

In view of the above, this case is being closed by 
this office. 
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DELINQUENCIl , 

An inipectloh of thA buUcj OKhibltii In thio offtoo dloolowa 
an albm containing photograjha of Aloatraa Ponitontia^ and 
ing m coniwcUon with thia casa. Thia case vaa cloaed on Hay 28, IPlA ^ 
there appears to be no further use for thla picture album in InsUnt case* 


;^'V i'V 


ii 


KmJ.KATIO(i : 

Ihia album wiU be retained In thia office and appropriately 
indexed in the general indioee under the caption "AtCAlRAZ P^ITENTIARr, 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF PRISON AHD QROUNDS". The albm ^11 ^ turoed orer to the 
Chief Clerk for appropriate filing In order to hare it available fpr ready 
reference » ' .V ' 
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Office M.emofandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




-TaOM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. ROS: 


L. B. NICHOLS 


DATE: 4/22/51^. 
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ARTHUR E. BARKER, ALIAS *DOC*L. 

ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS ALCATRAZ PENITENTIART 



Bulky Exhibit Pile Number: 


76-4175-29 


nr. Tr«y 

Hr. Hphr 

Hr. Tr«tt«r 

Mr. vlHt«rrM«_ 

Hr. 

HlM H. 1 HM 

HtMMndr— 


We are presently In the process of reviewing all bulky 
exhibits presently on hand. In order that we may weed out those Q, 
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmueh^y.. 
as a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to Inactive * ^ 

cases and are occupying badly needed space. It Is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above^ 
listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention 
or disposition of the material contained therein. A. notation 
as to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum, 
and It should be turned to the Piling Unit of the Records 
Section, room 1113, Identification Building. This tomorandum 
will be filed in the case file. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the above-listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
material contained therein. 
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Office Memorandum 


TO 


Director, FBI 


C> 

ATE 


X 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 


9/5/56 


SAC, Kansas City (7-0) 


SUBJECT^ ^ALE STAMPHILL “ 

: . INFORMATION CONCERNING 





The Bureau is advlsedtbat DALE STAMPHILL, United 
tates Penitentiary #L-51862,^was released from the 
nited States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, on / 7d^ 

4/11/56. He was pl aced on parole and the terms of his 
release reflect 



It is to be noted that STAMPHILL reportedly became 
quite active in religious affairs at the penitentiary and 
may have some effect on his conduct in the future. 

STAMPHILL had previously been sentenced to a life 
sentence for the crime of kidnaping from the Western District 
of Oklahoma. 

A photograph of STAMPHILL has been obtained and is 
being maintained in the Kansas City office for future 
reference. 

2 -Bureau ^ y / 

1-Oklahoma City J/-I ^ 

1-Kansas City ^ 

PW:B ^ ^ 

(4) 


\CP 

^ 1 SEP 211956 


fl£C0BDED-59 


IN0EXED-5g 








28 SEP 7 1956 









4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of tiie following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) B7C 

material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

1 I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

r~l Documents) originating with the following government agency ties) 

, was/were forwarded to diem for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason! s): 


I I For your information: 


5 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
Arthur Barker 76-4175 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 





eecmon numben. 


SOSAl. pA-^?S 

px^65 H6VeA566 — 
CJDl^tlt3ei-6_ 
€K€mp^^OD(5) U66< 



T«1*« I 

Mr. 

Mr. C«ffey 

Ht. Cfowl 

\U. 

i M.J. Foxwortb 




S::x 


lUAa23^- 


s»S%. •^\«S5s«'^s 
S5 ssVrs-^ 5s^r»“>isf^ 

® t^escatJc bJdden\ 


He was e»oe'^^“^-ere 
® t^escatJc bJdden\ 

-Ir.S5.r«^ “>^1 

tVttSnl »® " ,l«niw\ 

•^'£i»«'*‘“' ** *S^«« •"; \ 

^■sr-K!^--l 

i lie m»4®* w mentioned. 

\ »!5.r5s?¥« 


fP ^Btf 


§A!? FF.UiOlSCO CHROUXSl*®^ 

Torr '.?-T.F.r by 

SA)^’ fe^y' isco division 

JAN 18 1339 



Olclahoma City, Okla. 
January 13, 1939 


STATE FELONSi 
SHOT TRYINd 
AKATRAZDASH 

Doc Barker, Stamphill Oklahomans in Attempt- 
Wounded, Third Caught ed Prison Break Have 
With Two Companions Long Records 


By Vniied Press 
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13. 
Five convicts, including 
Arthur (Doc) Barker, mem< 
ber of the once notorious 
Karpis-Barker gang, and Dale 
StmphUl, Oklahoma convict, made 
a desperate attempt to escape from 
AJcatraz rock today but were cap- 
tured after guards opened lire, 
wounding two of them. 

Barker and SUmphlll were 
wounded seriously. 

Barker, sending life for kidnaping, 
was shot in the left leg and head. 

Stamphill, aerving life for kid- 
naping, under sentence from Okla- 
jhoma City, was shot In both legs. 

\ Warden James A. Johnston Iden- 
tified the other three convicts in 
the break as: 

i Rufus McCain. W years for na- 
jtionai bank robber> and kidnaping. 

1 Henri Young. 20 years for robbing 
I a national bank. 

William Martin. Negro, 35 years 
for armed robbery of a i>ostoffice. 

Sawed Way Oat 

Martin suffered scratches and ] 
abrasions caused by hi? attempt to < 
slide down a rocky bank to the'< 
water, 1 ] 

The convicts sawed their way out N 
of their cells and were almost in! 
the skirling tides of Ban Francisco;! 
Bay jk'hen guards caught up with!l 
;them) Prison authorities did noi!i 
I knot* how the convicts had obtained t 
[ the saws. } 

Three Surrender S 

I McCain, Young and Martin sur- b 
rendered after Barber and Stamp- a 
hill fell. s 

The five were captured before t 
they had a chance to get off *The t 
Rock”— the Federal Government’s 
famous penitentiary in San Pran- r 
cisco Bay. ^ 

Indicating a carefully planned tl 
break, the attempt was made in a / 
dripping fog— the thickest fog to t 
blanket the San Francisco area In n 
nonths. 

A gigantic search for the fugl 
-es was organized and under waylti 
hen Warden Johnston announced jpj 
he men had been captured. 


Doc Barker, the most no- 
torious of the Oklahomans in* 
^ volved in the break at'Alca* 
traz^ was out of McAlester 
e penitentiary on parole when 
le he became involved in the firmer 
^ kidnaping. 

He had been paroled Sept. 10, 

' 1832, .after aerving 10 years of a 
e murder sentence. 

His recorded crime career began 

r, in ISIS when he was arrested for 
i. larceny of Government property. 
I- He escaped Jail at Muskogee and 

• was captured in Joplin. In 1921 he 

s. was arrested on charges of attempt 

• ing to rob a bank. 

" The. underworld knew Barker as 
a companion of Alvin (Old Creepy) 

- Karpis, bank robber and murderer 
'•|-^t one time America's public ene- 
i my No. 1. He is a member of the 
notorious Barker family of Okla 
s homa. 

Brother, Mother Slain 
Members of the family Included 
1 Kate (Ma) Barker, Freddie Barker 
) and Arthur, known as “Doc,” “Ma” 

. and Freddie were alaln in Oclawa. 
Fla., after a six-hour gunfight with 

I federal agents. 

I I In 1933 the Karpis-Barker (kang 
' < became the nation’s worst ifim- 
jlnal outfit, made nearly ISOu.Olb 
robbing banks, kidnaping suchl' vic- 
tims as St. Pauls brewer, wmiarn 
Hamm, and Edward George Bremer, 
a banker. Then G-men and police 
began weeding out the gang. “Ma” 
and Fred and another hoodlum were 
slain. Six other mobsters were put 
behind bars and seven more were 
indicted for the Hamm snatching, j 

Stamphill began his criminal ca- 
reer at Granite reformatory In 1928 
sentenced to five years for car 
theft. In 1931 he was sent to Mc- 
Alester on a four-year burglary 
charge. He went back to Granite 
in 1933 under a 20-year sentence for 
robbery with firearms. 

He escaped and was later recap- 
tured and returned to McAlester 
prison. 

McCain Bank Robber ’ 


Me.B. A.1baU 
Mr.euag.^A 
Mr. OaAw 
Mr. Crawl.. 

Mr. KaaW 

Mr. n»aWor«b.. 
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( about 4 a. m.,” Warden JohaslOU robborv 

.Jd.^-A h..,, U« 

-n» .SStJ^'S^SS, ,. .« "SSl5.SL^^S;?SSSJ?%“i!ie| 

the Attempt by guards. ^ McCt^lnl 

“The convicts were ao desperate « fS f 

In their efforts to get to the ^ter i *“ ! 

"The others then anrrmjiAi ajt « *** arrested by the 

Johnston said a routine checkup ?nd* aeS*^ to* Department 
■t 4 a. m. led to discovery that the charges of 

men were missing from their cells * national bank at Mus- 

• Crawling Toward Water Oklahoma convicts were the 

I A,. know yet how they got only ones ever to crack the iron 
.out. toe warden added. "The ring about Alcatraa— but whether 
paces found them somewhat scat- they paid with their lives for their 
tored out and crawling down to toe Wd for freedom still is a secret 
teach over the rocks on the west locked in the waters of San Fran- 
end of the island. • cisco Bay. 

"The fugitives were crawUng and No Trace Found 

ronnlng toward the water. They 'Ttd Cole and Ralph Roe broke a 
pldratly were, planning to swim lock on a high fence, leaped to a 
.JlL' ^ »nd plunged into the 

’The guards opened fire after treacherous waters of the bay under 
iirst warning the men to stop. cover of a dense fog Dec. 16 1937 
^ey didn’t slop untU Barker that day to this no direct 

and Stamphlll were shot. trace of them has teen found 

Tnen they surrendered." Prison officials Incline to belief they 

Ins^tor George Ingels of the' <lrowned. Both were good swimmers 
San Francisco Pol ice Department P*^t the tides of the bay are ex- 


( 


two CONVICTS SNOT 
|}| AlCAW BRE|( 


(Contliraed From F»f« One) 
said that the live were captured 
on the island before they had aj 
chance to even reach the swirling , 
waters of the bay. : 

Dozens of police and Coast Guard 
boats had been mobUezd for thej 
search. Soldiers guarded the shoTe^• 

^ line of Ban Francisco and Marin | 

' counties, the mainland nearest Al-J 
catraz. The Navy stood by, ready; 
to dispatch speed boats. ^ ^ \ 

Alcatraz Island is Inside the Gold- J 

■ en Gate, one and one-fourth miles - 

I from the nearest mainland. [ 

Only once have prisoners escaped 
from this island, formerly a military 

■ prison, and that feat has not been 
' substantiated, Ralph Roe and Theo- 
! dore Cole, Oklahoma desperadoes, 

'went over the waU during a fog ‘ 

: the night of Dec. 1«, 1937. They 
never have been heard from. Pre- 
sumably they drowned In the 
treacherous tides. 

; Difficult Frifonera r 

Barker was committed originally 

* to Leavenworth penitentiary but 
was traiTsferred to Alcatraz. The , 
Justice Department said: "He has. 

ibeen a difficult prisoner to man- 1 

* age.” He participated in a “strike" 
at Alcatraz in September, 1937. 

McCain, Young and Martin also 
were “difficult to manage,” accord- 
’ ing to Justly Department records. 
McCain convicted of kidnap- 
ing bank employes in an attempted 
robbery of the Idabel National 
Bank of Idabel, Okla- He was «n- 
itenced in Durant, C^a., June 11, 
11935, and served time at Leaven- 
worth before being transferred to 
Alcatraz. 

Another Striker 

Young was convicted of robbing 
the First National Bank of Lind, 
Wash. A former inmate of McNeil 
Island penitentiary. Young was de-! 
scribed by the Justice Department 
as “a disciplinary problem.” He 
took part in the Alcatraz “strike" 
of September. 1937. 

etamphill was sentenced to 1937 
.for kidnaping Dr. Fred Louis 
: Meyers, and taking him from Ledly, 
Ok», to Canadian, Tex. | ; 

I^rtin was sentenced to S5 
forf armed robbery of a Chlcigo^ 
po^ffice. He served Ume at Lekv-I 
enworth. He also was tovolved toj 
the Alcatraz “strike,” | 


Drastic Improvemen! . 
Qf Guard Systemi 
iy Alcatraz Urged 

Coroner's Jury Blames 
'Failure' of Set-Up for 
13 Break Attempts 

By th« AMoeUUd Preu, 

^AN PRANCnSCO, Jan. 

‘Urastlc Improvemenf* In the eye- 
tem of guarding 'impregnable” Al- 
catraz Island Prison, from which 11 
of America's most dangerous crim- 
inals tried to escape in the last IS 
months was recommended' today by 
a coroner’s jury. 

The jurors blamed *iallure of the 
system" for tiie latest attempted 
break In which Arthur "Doc” Barker, 
Midwest murderer and Udtutper, 
was killed. The jury found he was 
shot to death "by guards unknown.” 
The jury suggested thati 
"The citizens of San Fyandsco 
unite in an effort to have a more 
suitable location for the imprison- 
ment of the type of desperadoes at : 
present housed In Alcatraz.” 

Coroner T. B. W. Leland was 
caustic in questioning Associate 
Warden Edward J. Miller about the 
safeguards of the Island pexUtenUc^. 

"There appears to be only the 
matter of water between the pris- 
oners and liberty.” he commented. 

^ questioned the use of saws in ' 
Isl^hd workshops which could ft be 
usql to saw bars, wondered whet ker 
Oo||emment economy pieventec [ a 
mdite elaborate guard system, ie- 
manded to know how the convicts 
could saw their way out of five sep- 
arate cells and wrench a bar loose 
from the end of a corridor watched 
by three guards. 

'Tt might seem foolish to the 
jury," the coroner said, "to carry on 
prison occupations which would fur- 
nish Implements of escape.” 
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Angle FowM 

}h Alcatraz Break 

S ^ fanpreKna^le •• 

5 FELONS MAY NOT : 
have USED SAWS \ 

. i.- have found no evidence ot liidl- 

??o“&.^^nUrely»ewjm^^ 

tional prison break Investigation.- . GBUXING. j while Bennett i»l 

Ever since the break Then he personally Island, the body of 1 1 

«Poc” Barker Mid four other con- grilling of the fourfpur. the morgue here, 

victs. Alcatraz officials have b^n ^ ot the break— Dale Stapip- through the head. P*l 

proceeding on the theory that the lies In the prison jnos- ©f this week, it ^ 

S«iwwed their way ou^ t^ir tj^^et wounds in fr! 5 i eoroi^r's inQ«e J Sf. 

cells out of a steel-barred win- McCain, Henri Young, heldllnto his death. Pri»n «♦ 

dow'to escape to the beach, where William Martin. flcialS, will tes^; 

gunplay ended their escapee, ll ^ ^t tMs time, If self, 1 ®v^vct, wiU n^ — 

*^But last night, Bennett eeld ^ ,, devd^ wy- i He «|e^ to to ok 


gunplay ended their ' 

*^?t last night. Bennett said 

^^ere *8 a possibility A® 
men didn’t use snws at aU! 
sanded string. 

‘ Bennett’s analysis ^ ^JS 

explain why the four-day 

4nr the hacksaws which Barker 

Indhls^lsarebeUevedtohave 

used has been in vain. 

"There are many 
which the bars might have hew 
broken. beeWe. ^ 

eald Bennett tot 
«wire or even aa^ed •me* 
properly manlp^t^, 
time cut throng 
certain type of hr^ 
used to break the bars. There 

"Bemlrit^ arri^ on the 
yesterday morning, after a rush 
trip from his office ^ 

- tom He went at once tato s^ 
conferences with 


held \into nis aeawi. ^ 

flcialS will testify. Bennett hi%| 
aelf.^wever, will not be them 
i He exl^cts to finish his work oli 


rve been able to aeveiop any* «e expeew 

55 ^g^w from the men.” aaid «rhe ^k” toni^^; ^ «* 
IVptinftt- "You know, 1 can’t | turn at onc e to Washingto n. 
ecune out here Bke Sherlock 
H(dmea and solve tWs case In 
one dayl ^ ■ 

"However, 1 believe we tova 
opened np certain new Unco, 
which may t» 

lead to the solution of how me 
^ engineered tiidr attempt 
to get away. I have no pi^ 
ticular comment to ma^at 
this time on anything 
going on here. I haven’t gone 
far enough ah yet j 

G-MEN HEIJ. ’ 

-^AHTiSatter of fact, I do^ 

If I can complete the 
tion while 1 am here, 
we unearth totoy and 
row will give leads on wjlch 
we wUI continue our Investiga- 

*^nts d 6 AH pm’Clii :0 UAiil..- 


Z‘SSntwSi ^pe»ttog 

Mnier. « wen « t^dflclto ^re to 


guard officers and othe^ 
Attaches. He looked over 
tire ground. " . 


veu as traz oinciais 

w^n terda/s conferences with Ben 

visit here, on top of toe EriW 


SAll Fm'ClSCO lUkAidiK- 

by 

SAH FKANCibCO 
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tSHOTDOWH- 
AS ALCATRAZ 
BREAKS FAILS 


Karpis’ Pal Barker 
Hit in Head as 5 
Scale Walls 


SAN FRANCISCO. Jan. 13 tUP>. 
— Five convicts, including Artbui 
(Doc) Barker, member of the once 
notorious Karpis-Barkcr gang, made 
s desperate attempt to escape from 
Alcatraz Federal Prison before dawn 
today, but were captured alier 
guards opened fire, wounding two 
of them. 

Barker, serving life for kidnaping, 
was shot through the head and leg 
and critically wounded. Dale Stamp- 
hill, also under life sentence for kid- 
naping, was struck in both legs. 

Other I Identified 
Warden James A. Johnston identi- 
fied the other three as: 

Rufus McCain, ninety-nir.e years 
for national bank robbery and kid- 
naping: Henri Young, twenty years 
for robbing a national bank; Wil- 
liam Martin. Negro, thirty-five years 
for armed robbery of a post office. 

McCain, Young and Martin sur- 
rendered after Barker and Stamp- 
bill fell. Martin suffered scratches 
and abrasions caused by his attempt 
to slide down a rocky bank to the 
water. , ^ 

The five were captured before 
they had a chance to get off "the 
rock”— the Federal Government’s 
famous penitentiary in San Fran- 
ciaco Bay. 

Make Break fat Fog 


IndicaUng a carefully planned 
■eak. the attempt was made in a 
ripping fog— the thickest fog to 
lanket the San Franciso area in 
lonths. ^ ^ 

A gigantic search for the fugitives 
ras organized and under way 
hen Warden Johnston announced 
i« men bad been capti^i 
“They got out of a cell building 
bout 4 A. M.,” Johnston said. “A 
eavy fog enveloped the island. 
“The fugitives attempted to get to 
te water but were defeated in the 
ttempt by guards. 

•The convicts were so desperae 
X %eir efforts to get to the waU h 
oifever. that two of them. Bark |r 
nd Stamphill. were shot befole 
halted. The others then 


^ 0 kt.JfibagAon*s request Co agt Guard 
cutters and police boats surrotmSEa 
the island and circled in the bay 
until the fugitives were caught 
Johnston said a routine checkup 
at 4 A. M. led to discovery that the 
men were missing from their cells. 

Flaaned to Swim tor It 
•T don’t know yet how they got 
out” the warden Wdded. ^Tbe 
guards found them, somewhat scat- 
tered out and crawling an'd running 
toward the water. They evidently 
were planning to swim for it” 

- “Ihat was a tough way to atart 
out Friday the 13th,” InspecUff 
George Ingels of the San Francisco 
Police Department one of those who 
directed the search from shore, said. 

(In a statement issued in Wash- 
ington, James V. Bennett Prison 
Bureau director, said: 

(*Tn some manner, we do not yet 
fmderstand, the prisoners managed 
to obtain a saw and with it got 
out of their cells and through the 
exterior window of the cell block. 
In the dense fog enveloping the. 
island they managed to elude of- 1 
fleers guarding the outside, and! 
reached the shore before they were i 
apprehended. . | 

(“There was no evidence thati 
they had any help from the out-1 
side, -and no boats were found in 
;the vicinity of the island.”) j 

No. One’s Pal | 


Barker was a companion in crime 
[of Alvin /Old Creepy) Karpis. kid- 
naper, bank robber and murderer 
— et one, time America's public 
[enemy No. 1. 

He is a member of the notorious 
Barker family of Oklahoma, which 
included "Ma” Kate Barker. Freddie 
Barker and Arthur. “Ma” Barker 
and Freddie were ilain in Oclawa. 
Fla., after six-hour gunflgbt with 
I Federal agents- 

Artbur was sent to Alcatraz for 
I life for the abduction of Edward G. 
[Bremer, wealthy St. Paul banker, in 
1934. Bremer was released after 
twenty-one days on payment of 
$200,000 ransom. 

Stamphill was sentenced In 1037 
for kidnaping Dr. Fred liouis 
Meyers, and taking him from 
Leevy, Okla., to Texas. 

Alcatraz Island is located inside 
the Golden Gate, one and one-fourth 
[miles from the nearest mainland. 

Only once have prisoners es- 
cai>ed and that feat has not been 
substantiated. Ralph Roe and Then- 
[dore Cole, Oklahoma desperadoes. 
It over the wall during a fog the 
it of December 16, 1937. Thdt 
no^er have been heard lrom< Pn 
' lably they drowned in 
icberous tidet, 






f 

Cli]?piu“ fron 
KElv’ V vK POST 

JAN 1 


FORV.^'Jl'V liY Kh;, YO?./ 


0 


a 


TO HUNTS" 
-ESCAPE 

sm 

How Did 5 Hack Cells | 
Unheard? Question i 
At Alcatraz ^ 


In the most intensive 
^^shakedown*’ in the history 
of Alcatraz penitentiary, 
guards and officials at ^e 
Island prison sought today 
the solution to the escape at- 
tempt of five Inmates which 
ended in the death of one and 
the critical wounding of another. 

With Arthur ("Doc”) Barker, 
40-year-old midwest kidnaper 
dead from a bullet wound in the 
bead, and Dale StamphiU, 27, 
also a kidnaper, in the prison 
hospital, Warden James A. John- 
ston spurred a search of the 
prison In an attempt to answer 
these questions: 

, First, where are the saws used 
by the escaping convicts tg hack 
theeir way through ceU/bars of 
five In^vidual cells a barred 
window of the main prison 
Igaeit :■ 




HOW U)NG FOR SAWfN? 
‘Bacdhdly, how long did It take] 
<^!ne prisoners to saw thrqpgir'IGf 1 
bars? ' * I 

; - Thirdly, why were the sounds 
; of sa\^g not heard by prison 
' guards? 

As the prison remained under 
I the most strict disciplinary regu- 
I lations In its history, each cell, 

I down to the most remote comers, 

I was made the object of a minute 
;^BcrutIny. 

; ' THREE IN SOUTl^Y 

In solitary confinement, niean- 
; while, were three other members 
j of the biggest escape plot on the 
•■Rock.” I 

[ The three— Rufus McCain, 36,! 
i serving ninety-five years for bank 
I robbery and kidnaping; Henri' 

“ Young, 28, twenty years for bank 
robbery, and William Martin, 25, 
Negro, serving twenty-five years 
for postoffice robber y — sur- 
rendered at the water’s edge of 
the island early yesterday as bul- 
lets, scatterling through a wool- 
thick fog, wrote "finis” to the 
break attempt and the life of 
Barker. 

i Trapped on the island beach. 
Barker and StamphiU chose to 
take a "thousand to one chance’ll 
j on escaping the bullets orsharp 
; shooting guards and rushed for 
the water.^ 

Bark^iOU, shot throu^ the 

Con&ned on Page A. CcL 7 
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•SAWS HUNTED^ 

Continued From Pare One 

Jiead, while StampWJl was shot 
through both legs. 

Dr. Sherman Leland, who ex- 
amined the body of Barker In 
Ithe San Prancisco morgue today, 
said the kidnaper and one time 
member of the notorious Barker- 
Karpis gang, had been shot 
through the right eye, the bullet 
leaving the body below his right 
car. 


j First word of the break reched 
:San Francisco police headquar- 
ters at 4:13 a. m., and the police 
boat D. A. White sped to* the 
island. The Coast Guard cutter 
Daphne and two picket boats 
joined It. 

Presidio soldiers were ordered 
to patrol the beach and fifteen 
police radio cars were dispatched 
to cruise back and forth along 
the water’s edge. 

CAUGHT BUILDING RAFT 

But meanwhile, piercing lights 
izig- 2 Bgged through the tog to 
reveal the five men on the 
beach. Nearly nude, the five 
men were striving desperately to 
fashion a raft or rafts from 
{driftwood, using thefr clothes as 
binding. 

; Within less than two hours 
{after the escape was discovered 
all were captured. 

•'They were ordered to surren- 
der,” the warden declared, **and 
the order was repeated as the 
two men started to run. .When 
they refused to halt, the guards 
opened fire." 

; The convict#, It was believed, 
deliberately waited for a heavy 
log to shield their movements, 
following the technique of TCdj 
Cole and Ralph Roe, van- 
ished from the Island In Debom- j 
^r, JS37. No trace of them has 
gver bee^ouncl . . . 
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(Outside Aid Theory 

In Alcatraz Break 
Stirs Harbor Hunt 
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"We are not overiooWng any- 
-p4- thin?. AU thingg are iKdag tak- 

Vjlcil.v en Into oonslderatton.” . 

An autopsy by Dr. Sherman l»e- 

" ■ land In San Francisco yesterday 

^ ^ « ra V T disclosed that Barker ^as shot 

V IT A M f n in the right eye and left leg when 

* gunfire brought a halt to the at- 

tempted break. 

The possibility that out- felon GIVEN CHANCE, 
aide confederates may have Dale stamphin, 27 year old 

«roitPd in aid Arthur “Doc” Oklahoma kidnaper, whose leg 
waited to aid ATin^ ^ ^ shattered by bul- 

Barker and his foim feUow fusillade, was reported 

convicts in their futile dasn gughtly improved in the prison 
for freedom from Alcatraz hospital and given a chance to 

Mand ewly MeCta. M. N 

loomed stronger yesterMy. years for bank robbery and Jdd- 
Throughout the night and dur- naplng, and Henri Young, 28, do- 
ing the early hoiirs of the mom- jj^g ^ 20-year stretch for bank 
Ii?V Coast Guard cutters robbery, two more participants in 

im^ng an Intensive patiw^f wl| break, were in solitary «n- 


OFFECIAL COMMENT. 
Pnovrl Officials in charge of the Gov. 1 

|j 0 & S W vj U. d I U- Vemment’a investigation, ?bm- 
^ , ! Renting on the possibility 

TviimCTKTQT^Q quick apprehension of 'the 

’ Xn V CD ^ l/CD men may have thwarted a rendte- 
vous with outside confederates, 


Deep concern oyer how the five 
convicts obtained saws and^^en 
managed to cut thdr ^y 
tlirough the Rock's famous TfUe 
woof bars" was evident In^the 
vttce of Warden Johnston when 
h4) said that a 24 hour search of 
the prison had failed to disclose 
the saw& 

TURNED UPSroE DOWN. 

Everything movable In the 
prison was literally turned upside 
down on Friday following the 
break and all prisoners were sub- 
mitted to repeated scrutiny by 
the island's "electric eye" without 
success, officials disclosed. 

Normal prison routine was 
resumed yesterday, but G-men 
were still on the Island etding 
Johqston in his^lnvestigatic^ 
Ja|hes V. Behnett, direeb^ of 
Fede^^ prisons, was cn |j|oute 

rContinned on Page 10, CoZ. 1) 


observed and aU strange vessels Negro WilUam MarUn, 25, serving 
received a thorough Investiga- 25 years for post Office robbe.y, 
tion. was still in the prison hospital 

suffering from exposure and cuts 
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Coast Guard Cutters Give, 
Strange Vessels Thorough In- j 
vestigation; Harbors Searched 


(Continued from Page One) 


from Washington to take diarge' 
of the investigation, and is due 
to arrive tomorrow. 

Whether action wiQ be taken 
against the surrivors of the 
break for their participation 
be determined when Bennett ar> 
rives, Johnston said. 

Bruises on the knees of Barker 
and the other convicts told their 
own story of how they had 
crawled and acrambled along the 
steep sides of Alcatraz to the 
tiny beach where they were final* 
ly captured. 

Warien Johnston said it was 
not known exactly who killed 
BarkwvJQotorious membemf'tho 
Barker*Ai^ Karpls kidnaping 
and murder combined "" 


*^niey were in the fog. We 
the fog,** Jota^MeiL^x* 
pUmSa^srseiy, *We were eodr* 
lying an around, and they were 
ecmrylng trying to escape ns. 

*When we saw them, we*or* 
dered them to pat up th^ 

. hands. McCain and Toong 
did, bat Barker and StamphUl 
, itaxted to mn. One minnte 
, we ooold see them, and then 
we eonldn*t> 

Barker was efaot in the 
eye. He may have beoi 
caught In cross-tire, or strnck 
by a ahot fired from the boate 
that were around the laland.** 
Barker, 40 years old. was serv- 
ing a life term for the $200,000 
Udnaping of Edward G. Bremer, 
wealthy St Paul banker. l>ate 
for an inquest in his death will 
be set by Coroner T. B. W. Le* 

[ land next week. 

I Alcatraz officials yesterday 
I asked Coroner Leland to relent 
I Barkers body to the LasswSl 
; Undertaking Company, which has 
I a contract for the burial of Gov< 

' ernment prisoners, imt Iceland re> 

I fuses to do so. ^e coroner de* 

' Glared he would take no action 
i on the request until he received 
an answer fgQm.a win> he sent] 
to Barker's father, in Joplin, Mis-' 
sourL 
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Z"Shot as 5 

to their 

Fail in Break 

- Francisce 

At Alcatraz If 

'Doc'Barker GravelyWound-j/,^^ 
ed; Fog Masks Flight 


to ret to.tbe innrrM , ^ ig the diorellne, tu 

were defeated In Uie attemt by /onnd no raft «r boat.^ ■“ 
guards. The Warden said the fleeing n 

"But they were so desperate i>»d been given ample abou 
In their efforts to get Into the [warning to halt before the sh 
water that two of them, Barker Ikere fired. They were spread < 
and Stamphill, were ahot before jlanwlae, running, crawling s 
they halted. IbUlng down the slope of the n 

*'At reonesf of Warden John- j^fs of the islaniL 
ston the Coast Guard and San ^ 

Francisco police boat rushed to _ * 

the Island and with the prison . f ^ 

launch stood by and circled In , t-’-"-** 

the bay around the island until . , ^ 

the men were placed back in a / • ' 

prison." A/7 

An olficlal report to the Bureau W ' 

• of Prisons In Washington said the ^f\ 

live desperadoes sawed their way I \ ’ 

out of a cell block, and made their \J ’ 

way out of a rear window at 4 a. m. 


wUIr I wM I iiyill a heavy fog enveloped the prison [ 

^ during the early morning hours 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 (By International i«d tt, neeine inen^^ 

■-.j Neva Service). — Two convicts, including Arthur th*^eu w«k 
Barker, one of America’s most notorious .discovered. 

5^ criminals anSlormeflientenant in the dreaded Alvin pn,- 

J Karpis gang, were shot and three confederates cap- 
g;| tured today when they attempUd to escape from 
i Alcatras Federal Prison in San Francisco Bay. ■ warden sohn<«»n iom 

Barker was wrviiig life for kidnaping. j newsmen Uter. *<Wheii we 

. Other incorrigible _ found them missing we turned 


prisoners participating in the 
break were: 

DALE STAMPHILL, serving life 
lor kidnaping. 

r I BUFUS McCAIN, uervlng W 
■ I years for bank robbery and kld> 
':m naping. 

fh HENBI YOUNG, oerrlnf SO 
I ' ' years for bank robbery. 

WILLIAM MARTIN, Negro, serv- 
/ iQg t5 years for a post office 

1 robbery, ' 

> ■ I Barker was reported in serious 

2 condition. He was shot in the 
right side of the head and left leg. 

Stamphill was shot in both legs. 
GOT OUT OF BUILDING. 

Warden ' James Johnston an- 
nounced: 

*'Flve prisoners were defeated 
In their attempt to escape Alea- 
iras Island.'* 

He named the prisoners. 

YThey got out of cdl bnildinr 
aODUt 4 a. m., and in the fog 
tl^i enveloped the island aU 



newsmen Uter. **When we 
, found them missing sre turned 
on the flood lights. , The bay 
looked like a mass of wool. 

"The convicts srere running 
toward the northeast shore. We 
could see them faintly in the fog. 

"When the shots were fired 
Barker and Stamphill droppec 
like poled oxen. The other tlwei 
^surrendered immediately with 
.out resistance. I| 

■ "There’s no doubt they ILn 
^tended to swim for it. TUe; 
were that desperate. We mad 


Arthur Barker, convicted 
[idnaper, v/as one of the 
[ive convicts who tri^ 
b escape from Alcatrat 
IWisbn. Barker was sh» 
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AT ALCATRAZ 



AtMcIalcd rrcH M*U 


Tbe pal of the notorious Alvbi 
Ktrpis was ahot down hy Al- 
tttras luards when be and four 
Abera aawed their way oot of 
iteir cells and dashed for the 
walcra of 8an Francisco Bay. 


’ ALCATRAZBRHK 
INQUIRY BEGOI 

U. S. Prison Chief Flic 
West — Doc Barker Slain 
as Five Try to Flee 

i . . 

SAN FRANCISCO. Jan. 14 (UP) 
—The Government conducted i 
^ahake>down’* at Alcatraz. Iti 
prison for tough desperadoes, to- 
. day to learn how five of them man- 
aged to saw out of their cells. The 
ringleader. Arthur (Doc) Barker, 
was fatally wounded in the recap- 
ture. 

Federal Prison Director James V. 
Bennett flew here from Washington 
I to direct the investigation, 1 

“Stool Pigeon" Failed j 
The strictest discipline prevailed 
in the island prison as guards 
searched tor other saws that might' 
have got past the “electric stool 
pigeon." The “stool pigeon” is an 
electric eye that detects tbe pres-' 
enee of metal objects which pass ita‘ 
beam. j 

How the desperadoes obtained i' 
saw for their break was a mystery. [ 
What became of it was reported to ‘ 
be unknown to prison officials. | 
Recaptured with Barker, as all 
five slid down the steep slopes in a ‘ 
frantic effort to plunge into the bay ' 
and swim a mile to the mainland 
were Dale StaUphill. twenty- , 
seven; Henry Young, twenty-eight; ' 
Rufus McCain, thirty-six, and Wil- 
liam Martin, twenty-five. 

Barker Dies of Wound 
Barker died last night in the 
prison hospital. He had been shot 
through the head and leg. He was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the kidnaping of William Bremer; of 
St Paul, and was a co-leader of the 
Barker-Karpis gang which terror- 
ized the Middlewest three years ago. . 

He was the third son of Kate (Ma) 
Barker to die violently in a clash 
with the law. A fourth is serving 
life in Leavenworth Federal Prison. 
Ma Barker was slain with another 
son in a batUe with Federal agents 
dn Florida. 

A StamphiU, a lifer from OklahonB 
C VR5 reported near death in tti 
n rison hospital. He was shot throuii 
moth legs and an artery was several 
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Kidnaper Killed^ 
In Alcatraz Break 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 (INS).— Death followed the latest attempt ol 
Alcatraz convicts to escape from the grim rock in San Francisco Bay. Fatalft 
wounded by the rifle bullets of guards as he led four companions in a da^ fqr 
f reedom, Arthur ^‘Doc” Barker, 40, former Karpis gangster and kidnaper, died i|p 





i^per» lay Miiously wounded 
light 

Barker was shot in the hehd 
and leg and Stamphill in both legs, 
as they ran toward the waters of 
the Golden Gate, under cover of 
fog, and ignored the shouted com-' 
mands of guards to halt ' 

The other three inmates sur- 
rendered as guards closed in with 
high-powered rifles and machine- 
guns on the rugged cliff looking 
toward the Golden Gate. t 

They were Rufus McCain, jserv- 
>ng 99 years for national bank 
robbery and kidnaping; Henri, 


nriRnn hncnjfjil tOTligllt. 
Barher was the Inira cum* 
Vlct to be «hot to death !|)y 
I guards in escape attempts 
I since the “Rock” became a 
Federal prison four years 
ago.. 

The guards’ bullets wiped out 
the last dangerous member of one 
j,. ,-^ .-™.of the nation’s most notorious 
criminal families, when Barker 
ll j 0 ined in death his mother and 
brother, “Ma” and Fred Barker, 
shot down by G-men four years 
ago in Florida. 

Barker was sent to Alcatraz for 
life for the kidnaping of Edward 
G. Bremer, St. Paul banker, in 
1935. 

Tonight Warden James A. John- 
ston, his aides, and G-men, were 
questioning the survivors of Uie 
oesperate break and attempting 
to locate the instruments, with 
which they sawed their way to 
freedom. ... 

In the prison hospital, one of 
Barker’s fellow plotters. Dale 
Stamphill, 27, Southwestern kid- 


Rufus McCain Henri Young 
Cuugbt gfier rnttempted break 
iron A/catraa. 

Young, 20 years for .national 
bank robbery, and William Martin, 
25 years for robbing a. post 
office. 

The convicts made their, dash 
shortly before 4 o’clock this morn- 
ing. 

Ihe alarm was sounded, bring- 
ing every guard and official from 
ibeir homes on the island. The 
' weather waa very mucky. It was 

— , ^ impossible to see mhre than a 

;Artbur Barker D. Stamphill j any direction. 

[ Guards' /uii7/ade kills one, j Guards finally located the flee- 
l wounds other. '* Ing men on the cliff above th* 

waters facing the Golden Gatoi 
Barker and Stamphill refused 
surrender. The guards fired 
bfing them to a halt Martin wi 
•Ijghtly injured when he feU, 
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Barker Break 


Mr. ToUoa. 

Mr. Nathu 

Mr. K. A. Tammy.. 

Hr. Cteec 

Mr. Coffay 

Mr. Crwwl 


Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Glavla 

BCr. Barbo .......m.. 

Mr. Lettar 

Mr. Mclatlra .... 

Mr. Nicbaia.rrTl 

Mr. Qsinn Taaam... 
Mr. Tracy........... 


/Called ‘Start’ 
for Alcatraz 


when the blg »bots get reaoy wil 
go they Always seem to want JoH 
a lot of 


fthem— aeems to give them Du] 
burage or something. 

Ij But there’s aoother reason. 

>itaREEN KIDS TODGHEE. 

Barker undoubtedly toolc 
kids because green kl^ 
er than good men when «®^| 

them ribbed up to do 
And when you have four ^ f 
them, they make good 
>n. though they mdh-t mtt 


pers, tnougn ujey ™ 

, . that way for Barker. He stopped 

e„u&‘e/ Ae r“«grs 

P. r. peel, .Uor t Sf. “.^,2^1 


jt -murtfer on ana i veteran of /our Alcatraz. I’m 

rws lTTJ>rifo7k. la tod 0 y's article, last of two stories desbag any limb. ^ 
with the most recent attempt to break from the dmeycan a «)art^*never*^any time, 

7s/and. Reed traces the history of other <*«orders at Alcatraz, and go We^ Ss bwn wiTtS? when 
rA, rrauh/P iax ,ast hesua there.) “fce^re 


Jslaod. Reea traces tae msiary w - 

tells why he thinks the trouble has /ust begun there.) 

BY P. F. REED. 

Special to The Herald and Examiner. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 15.— They’re along ways from 
being through with their trouble oyer on The Rock. I smd 
it when I w£ writing “Murder oK Alcatra2.” I say it again 
now. This is only a nice starte 

They may think they have seen 


mey may imuA i.ttcj »»«»»- 
something pretty tough in the way 
of capers. They have not. I hap- 
pen to know that one of the tough- 
est mobs they’ve ever had on tlie 
rock is liable to turn loose any day. 
and when that mob does turn 
lease, somebody is going to get 
hirt. This caper has been going 
a^ng underground while the othw 
ones have popped up and explodeff. 
Ttie only thing I can say about .‘k, 
is that it's going to be rough, biH 
cause this crowd has always playjp 
rough. 



UBS on the’ fire.' Some of mm 
ifever get ripe. That’s why ttgre 
lire as many live men on the isiwo 

]^/tostencc. ^re wM 


^HAtFSM^X. laSsWwmkonii'^t^ 
,*-at is more than 1 Hp fo^i ^ worked to this extent— the 
the gees who wwe mixed bp in ^ themselves jobs In one 
Friday’s go. Barker was the oidy the same time.| 

one that had any guts, ^d ^ xhey bad to put, 

sStis. r't.gn^d ii 

pi«. tou.. 


every liguif ixc cvce aaiw* 

he h^ some guts and he was half 
smart and he was very unhappy 
about being double-crossed by 
Roe and Cole when they left with- 
out telling him. 

8o he.flgured out his own caper, 
though why be picked the way he 
md is puzzling. Maybe It was be- 
$Luse the main cell block was th^ 
foy place where he could get al| 
Kus men together at one time. - // 
iAnyway It isn’t hard to undent- 
stand why he organized his party 
the way he did. For one thing. 


OV'.TM. • 

One was a free man. also wwk- 
Ing there. The other was a guard. 
They 'vere going to put the con- 
victs and the ^ 
the way first. Then the g«^-. 
There was a catwalk along the 
Divide of this department ™ » 


OinSlQe vi wM 

^dow overlooking 
Tkcy were going to mw out 


^0 of 


tfic bars in the window, ^e 
of wire and lean ^snd 
Mh the guard as be walked*by. \ 
Before they could do it. «>me- 
boS^ squawked and the convlctal 
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'Kidnaper Slain^ 
4 Captured in 
Alcatraz Break 

iSpeciai loTh» Sewi> 

San Francisco, Jan. 13.— A Friday the 13th escape at- 
tempt brought death today to Arthur (Doc) Barker, noto- 
rious kidnaper; serious wounds to a second convict, and re- 
capture for three others. Under cover of the hepiest fog 
of the Winter, they sawed th«r way out of their 
Alcatraz Island and reached t| ie waters edge before th| y 

were discovered. . j|j[| Two Quickly Sarrend«r. [ , 

1cre?pyf Varpis gang, i -Our guards saw a group of men 
L life ter^ for the Edward by the incinerator near the water 
G Bremer S was shot ol the ^Wen Gale 

through the bead and leg and died ^ j 

Sf— w:*': 

isr “ 

both legs. His condition was ,„a stamp- 1 

- jiijj started to run. The guards 
So Neat. Tet So Far. fired, hitting them. , ^ ^ 

The men had stripped off their “StamphUl was struck in both 
tlothes and one had obtained pieces legs and was not believed badly 
S driftwood which he was attempt- hurt, but at the pnson hospital 
ine to lash together to form a raft surgeons seemed unable to sten^ ^ 
when the searching beams of the the flow of blood and it is believed , 
Rock’s searchlights picked them that one of the large arteries was [ 
■ * r severed. His condition » critical.! 

Others in the attempt besides “After lour had ^en appre- 
BaVker and Stamphill were: bended, Martin was discovered be- 

” William Martin, 25, colored, tween 100 and 150 yards further 
floinir twenty-five years for post south. All of the men had divested 
offic^ robbery. He was injured as themselves of their shoes and outer 
he scrambled down the cliffs about practically i 

McCain. 36. senr- “The men were all housed in the 
iftg 99 bank robbery ani'same aisle in the main cell block. 

Udnaping. . * f Two Sets of Bars Cat. . 

B Henri Young. 27, | “Not only were the bars of the 

*ar term for a Lind, Wash., banli 

Jbbbery. • t ixad been pried apart. ll 

7After escaping from the ceUi, 
thi| men fled down a corridor m 
s -Iwindow where the Iwrs we^ 
tarred through and removed also. 




I The l4to Arthur (Doe) Barker 
i Mortally loeuodej in hraok. 

J Then they dropped ten feet to the 
ground and slipped by a patrol 
and tower guard. 

“No saws or other, implements 
have been found. Where they came 
from we do not know." 

Only two men may have escapee 
from the island in recent years 

( They are Ted Cole and Ralph Ifte 
who vanished Dec. 16, 1937. |Ni 
trace of them has ever bitei 
found, and many believe tlje' 
drowned in the swift current wMl 
attempting to awim to the main 
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Five Saw 'Way| 
Out of Alcatraz; 
Barker Killed 

Bremer Kidnaper Dies in^ 
Break With Four; One* 
Is Shot, Others Give Up 

8AN FRANCISCO, Jan. 13 
Arthur (Doc) Barker, forty years 
old, gangland terrorist and kid - 
naper, participated with four other 
convicts in an attempt to break 
away from Alcatraz prison, re> 
garded as escape proof, early today 
and lost his life. 

Shot in the head and through 
the legs by guards as he made' 
ready for a desperate swim into 
fog -shrouded San Francisco Bay,' 
Barker died at 5:45 p. m. tonight in 
the prison hospital. 

Barker, who was shot as he 
all^edly ignored a guard's order to 
halt, had Joined fellow prisoners Hi 
sawing their way out of a steel cell 
block in the Island Federal peniten- 
tiary in which he was serving a life 
term for the Edward O. Bremer 
kidnaping. 

In one of the thickest fc«s the 
rock prison Island had experienced 
since it became the home of des- 
perate Federal convicts in 1934, the 
five prisoners slipped quietly through 
the bars they had severed and out 
into the darkness. j 

At ^ a. m. a guard noticed the 
empty cells and saw the severed 
bars. In a moment the entire, 
twelve-acre Island was ^low with, 
light. But even powerful search-: 
lights did not penetrate far into the 
fog, which Warden James A. John-i 
fton described as "like a mass of 
wool." 

Guards along the island's rim 
Anally sighted the prisoners Aeelng 
toward waters of San Francisco Bay. 

Barker was shot through the head 
and legs as he Ignored a guard’s 
order to halt. Dale StamphiU, 
twenty-seven, Oklahoma kidnaper, 
was shot through both legs. 

Other Three Surrender 

The other three fugitives sur- 
rendered. They were William Mc- 
Cain, thirty-six, a kidnaper; Henri 
Young, twenty-eight, bank robber, 
and William Martin, twenty-Ave, 
Negro, a postofflce robber. 

Martin was bruised and cut as he 
slid down the rocky northwest sUe 
..<df the Island toward the wa«r. 

\ Warden Johnston said the conujct 
I was collecting pieces of drlftwdbd 
and tying them together w»h 
tSrdered to surrender. ; : : : J* , 


Unairtantnuy, Aicatr^ g a^ e w, 
of its secrets— one of the things 
ttot keeps alive the hope of escape. 

The secret was driftwood. Day by 
day the "escape-minded" prisoners 
among Alcatraz’s 300 to 400 convicts 
see logs, boxes, old masts and other 
Aotsam drifting past, offering poten- 
thil llfesavers to any one who would 
attempt to swim the mile and a 
Quarter of treacherous bay current 
to the mainland. 

How the convicts got the saws re- 
mained a mystery. Jdhnston said 
the prisoners were permitted to have 
no ditoct contact vrith any one from 
the outside. Whether they Alcbed 
the instruments from ■ the paiton 
machine shop was "ft matter of 
speculation," the warden said. The 
saws were not found. 

'To get out of the cells, each 
prisoner had to saw through several 
steel bars, each about three-fourths 
of an inch in diameter. 

Barker, a leader of the Barker- 
Karpls gang, was serving a life 
sentence for the kidnaping of 
Mr. Bremer. Alvin Karpis, co- 
leader of the notorious gang, wIrq is 
in Alcatraz. BtamphlU is serving a 
life term for the abduction of Dr. 
Fred L. Myers, of Leedey. Okia. 

Under 99-Tear Sentence 
- McCain is under a nlnet-nine- 
year sentence for kidnaping em- 
ployees of the Idabel. Okia., National 
Bank. Young robbed the First Na- 
tional Bank of Lind, Wash., and is 
serving twenty years. Martin .Is 
under a twenty-Ave-year sentence 
for a postofDcc robbery in Dlinols. 

Presumably the Ave were follow- 
ing the same route taken by Ted 
Cole and Ralph Roe. the Arst con- 
victs to' escape from ^tatraz, who 
disappeared from the island prison 
In a heavy fog on Dec. 16, 1937. 
Johnston expressed belief Cole and 
Roe drowned In the treacherous^ 
tides, but some prisoners have clung 
to the belief the pair escaped. 

An abortive attempt to escape 
from Alcatraz ended In the death of 
a prisoner' and guard last May 23 
and the conviction of two other con- 
victs on murder chs^es. 

James C. Lucas, Rufus ntmklin 
and Thomas £. tdmerick 'Viroju 
through a window in the prison ca - 
Rnter shop end attempted to s^ e 
a wall to frwdom. Umerlck w s 
1 lied by a tower guard and Pran^- 
lii seriously wounded. Lucas sur- 
Vndem!. 


escape had 

prison offidals discovered Bofai 
rJML Cline, carpenter shop guard, ly- 
;lng on the Aoor of the sh^. fatally 
^injured, his head battered. 

I Lucas and Franklin wm .eon- 
;Vlcted. last November for Cline’s 

' Coni^ets Looked in Cells 
1 WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 (ffl.- 
Uore than 300 ."hard-boiled" con- 
vlsts were locked Jh their cells on 
Alcatraz Island today for careful 
Inspection as a result of an at- 

B d Jallbreak by Ave prisonesB. 
» V. Bennett, director of tj|e 
.1 Prison Bureau, said all nar- 
ctlvitles wdold ibe suspendln 
catraz. peodtok * .thorough 
^ of ev^ ippu^.. 
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were split up. That’s one big rea- 
son a lot of Jobs don't pan out. 
The big shots never talb, but the 
littl^ ones can’t keep anythlxft 
to VAenaselves, j 

jAck Statig was working on fa 
g^way before he blew hta 
He jot hold of a pint of acid aim 
be was trying to get bold of some 
other stuff to make an explosive. 
He was going to blow the side of 
the wall out, and he said he had 
enough ; tgh gees lined up so that| 
he thought some of them could^ 
get away. 

He tried to proposition me to 
help him, but 1 wouldn’t play. The 
next thing I knew he bad got 
hold of $300 toward buying a cou- 
ple of roscoes. But it wasn’t 
enough money and they never got 
the roscoes. and as far as I know 
the acid ^ still planted some- 
where along with the $300. 

EED UNE IS OUTCOME. 

lb each comer of the prison 
yard they have a little box for 


the guards with a screen across 
i It. These fellows figured to get a 
i lot of convicts grouped under ope 
'of the texes, boost a man upto 
' their shoulders, and have him giab 
, the raard and his gun. With ♦ at 
■guntoey were going to knock »’-e 
other guards over, get their guns 
andJi then boost themselves over 
thwjwaU by using a big crate from 
the^asebaU field. The guards got 
wind of it, and now there’s a red 
line six feet in fron* of each guard 
box and the convicts can’t cross it. 

It’s my strictly personal guess 
that trouble on the Rock could be 
headed oil by taking ten. or fif- 
teen men — that’s all the real 
trouble-makers they have— and 
segregating ’em. 

A good 60 or 70 per cent of the 
men are trying to do their time 
peacefully, as long as they’re let 
alone and not agitated. But when 
somebody comes along and starts 
a Job and offers to cut you in and 
you won’t go in, then you’re in a 
crack, going and coming. 

If you go in, you're a heel with 
'the guards, and will maybe get 
your head blown off. If you stay 
but, then the rest of the convicts 
will make it hot iox you. taikini 
I about you and calling you a scab 
and fink and yellow and loud- 
mouthing all over the lot. If you 
start a fight with them over 
the, guards grab you and 
yoil In the bole. 

^the only other way I i 

to'avoid trouble would be to ;it 

lAjcatraz a strictly tough stir and 
k«p everybody out of It wbo lantl 
feo^. . - - - - •• * 
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Prison R ecord 
Bi^et Vicnm 
Last of Clan 

Lying behind a machine gun, Mb I 
Barker poured lead »t Federal 
agwts totil a bullet ended her life, 
niat was In Florida. 

Early yesterday, on fog-shronded 
j Alcalrax Island, ano^er Federal 
bullet brought a possible end to 
I the life of her “baby," Artbnr 
' “Ooc" Barker, last of the vlcions 
[ Barker elan that came out of the 
’ Ozarks to leave a red trail over 
; the Nation. 

There were five of the outlaw , 

: Barkers. One was killed by police 
I while still In small-time as a crlm- 
< Inal. , Another was sent to Ijeaven- 
worth lor life. Fred and IX>c fol- 
lowed Ma into a nationally notori- 
ous career of robbery and kidnap- 
Ing. culminating with their biggest ^ 
Job, the kidnaping of Edward O.^ 
Bremer, Bt. Paul banker, In 1834. | 

CAPTURED IN CHICAGO r 

In January, 1935, Doc Barker was \ 
captured In Chicago. [ 

Ten days later tl.e Federals found > 
Ma and Fred in Florida. ^ 

Ms had a machine gun. fVed I 
an automaiic rifle. 

Both were f'rlng as they died. 

Of the other prisoners who st- 
temptcd escape from Alcatraz, Dale j 
Stamphill, 27, also is serving a sen- 
. tence fro kidnaping. His victim was I 
Dr. Fred Louis Meyers, who was kid- • 
nsped after a bank robbery and 
taken from Leevy, Okla., to Ca- 
nadian, Texas. 

Rufus McCaxin, 86, was convicted * 
of kidnaping bank employes in an 
attempted bank robbery at Idabel, 
Okla. His sentence was 98 srears. 
CONVICTED OF BOBBERY 
Henri Young, 28. was convicted of 
robbing a Lind, Wash., bank and 
sentenced to 20 years. 

Wirnam Martin, 25, robbed a^ 
cago postoffiee and was 
to 25 years. 

All were described by the Depart- 
ment of Justice at Washingtim as 
prisoners who have been “difficult 
to manage," and Young, a former 
.fnmate at McNeil Island, was de- 
Bcribeda^^'/dlscipHnary problem," 
whoTBok^ut In the 1937 Alcatrai 
•trike. 
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Twtf Sh ot 

BidletsFoiT' 
Escape From 
‘The Rock’ 

WASHINGTON, Jui. 13 
(/P)^T1ie Justice Department 
announced tonight that Arthur 
(Doc) Barker, gang leader who ' 
fought to . escape Alcatraz 
Prison, died tonight o( gunshot 
wounds inflicted when he ig- 
nored commands of guards to 
hJt ' i 

Warden James M. Johnston 
of Alcatraz notified the depart- 
ment of Barker’s death. 

Baiicer was one of five con- 
victs who sawed their way out 
of a cell and sought to escape 
into fog-bound San Francisco 
bay early today. A second con- 
vict, Dale Stamphill, Oklahoma 
kidnaper, was wounded. 

Bsu'ker was shot through the 
head and legs. 

j Two Alcatras convicts were shot , 
Slid three others were captured In 
s desperate escape attempt in the 
dense fog of early yesterday. The 
■ Injured men were in a serious con- 
dition last night: 

The attempted break brought 
prisons Director James V. Bennett 
I speeding westward from Washing-, 
ton to piake a thorough inquiry. 

.Obtah^g saws the men 
througfTbars of their five' mdivld- 
iiiQ cells, sawed and prM open bars 
of an outer window ol the cell block 
and fled to a beach on the Island. 


PBISON SIREN SOUNDS 
■ Than-tt* was discav< — . 

•Iheprison’s siren screamed above 
the roar of the bay's fog horm. 


atmosphere. - 

Coast Guard and police boats 
joined the Alcatras launch. 

Piercing Ugbts aganst tb* Mm- 
fcet ef white that shrouded the 
Wand revealed the five mm 
• huddled on the beach, nearly 
unde, striving desperately to fash- 
ion bits of drift wood into a raft, 
nring their clothes to bind it. 

' Shots from the. launch f<rflowed 
the light into the dim group. 
the other direction guards’ nlles 
blazed. ■ , 

Arthur "Doc” Barter, one of the 
most notorious of , the island’s more 
than 800 “bwrd boilod“ criminals, 
fell with a bullet through the bock 
of his neck that came out near bis 
right eya, and another bullet in the 


Ihlgh. 

KIDNAPER SHOT 
‘ Dale StamphlU, another kidnaper, 
sentenced to life, dropped with a 
bullet through his left leg above the 
gnee and another In the right leg 
near the ankle, fhe ripper bullet 
was believed to have wvered a ma- 
jor arter:- and he Med proft^ly. 
Bis condition was critical. 

Cut and bruised by rocks and 
possibly suffering other Injuries, 
Wiiliam Martin. Negro, a postoffice 
robber, also was taken to the hos- 


pital. 

Bnfo* McCain, serving 18 yean 
for kidnaping, and Henri Young, 
naUonal bank robber, lOfrendered 
j as they saw their comrades fall. 

Alcetras officials immediately 
suited I search jo leank how the 
ccnvicU obtained .he saws. cUt the 
bars and obtained their brief 1^ 

^^^nnet^ft Washh.gton to ^in 

Co^^£i.d on Page 3, tol. 3 
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T wo Shot, Two Captnr ed 

^'More on Alcatraz Escape Plot 

Continued from P^e 1 ' — 1 __* 


Fifteen poUcse r*dio can cruised 
back and forth alonr the water’s 


and planned to board a plane at 
Chicago. 

He said prison officials had "no 
Idea" where the convicts obtained 
the saw or saws. 

Every prisoner's clothing, shoes, 
bedding and cell, he said, was to be 
! subjected to the closest examination. 

The break was discovered by the 
officer in charge of the cell block 
at about 4 a. m. Immediately the 
siren was blown. 

6at^ Francisco police were no- 
tified at 4:14 a* m. and the police 
boat 1\ A. White sped to the 
island. Coast Guard cutters 
Joined it. Ashore soldiers at the 
Presidio patroled the beach in 
the event the men were carried 
In hy the swiftly swirling tides. 


edge. 

Late yesterday prison doctors 
were unable to say whether Barker, 
one of the four sons led in a famous 
[ crime career by their mother, “Ma" 
Barker, would survive. 

ALL CAPTUKED 

Within approximately an hour 
after the escape was discovered all 
were captured. All normal acUviUes 
of the prison were suspended and 
prisoners locked In their cells. 

The first attempted escape from 
the Bock since it became a Federal 
prison was by Dutch Bowers, killed 
trying to climb a wire fence. Ted 
Cole and Ralph Boe reached the 
water and disappeared. No trace of 
them has been found. That was in 
December, 1937. 

Last May three ccmvicts broke 
from a prison shop and reached the 
roof. Guard Royal Cline and Con- 
vlcb'^omas Limerick were slain. 

In'^ cell only a short distance 
from fvvat of Barker was Alvin Kar- 
pis, Barker’s former partner, who 
was led into big-time clme by "Ma" 
Barker and her boys. 


All to Win, Nothing 
T o Lose for Convicts 

Life to gain, nothing to lose— ex- 
cept possibly a life already in for^ 
felt, • 

That was the motive of the FW- 
day the 13th gamble of the five 
Alcatrax convicts yesterday. 

Frank 3. Henneuy, United 
SUte* Attotraey, said that nnlem 
he receives orders from Washing- 
ton he will not prosecote any of 
the ooDviets. ConvictiMi wonld 
mean a maximum sentence of five 
yean or a 15000 fine or both. 

It would be an "Idle gesture”, to 
add five years to the sentence of 
Arthur Barker, 40, who Is doing life, 
lor to that of Rufus McCane, 37^ 
sentenced to 99 years, on kidnatdng 
convictions, said Hennessy. 

Henri Young, 28, Is serving a 20- 
year term for robbing a national 
bank, and WiUlam Martin serv- 
ing 25 years for a postoffice *«jbeiy. 

All the men wlU lose '\tlielT 
credits for good behavior ^^aad 
convictions would icrve no pur- 
pose, the attorney laid. There 
would be no chance of collecting 
the fines, he added. 
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Boat Speeds to Island as Six 


Radio Patrol Cars Take Up 
Guard Over Waterfront 


Ten minutes after the first *‘es» 
cape" message was flashed from 
Alcatraz yesterday morning, the 
waterfronts of Marin, Alameda 
and San Francisco counties were 
bristling with armed officers. 

So swift and methodical was 
the response to Warden James A. 
Johnston’s warning that, had the 
five felons succeeded in getting 
■off the island by boat or raft, 
!their ultimate escape would have 
’been a miracle. 

(■ The land and sea mobilization 
was accomplished with the pre- 
cision and dispatch of a well- 
drilled war-time maneuver. 
TELEPHONED FLASH. 

First telephone flash came to 
the San Francisco police depart- 
ment. Ah Alcatraz attache told 
Night Operator Ralph H. Mo- 
'Kenna: 

^ve men have escaped the 
cell-block. We want help.** 

That was at 4:13 a. m. A min- 
'Ute later, the police boat D. A» 
I White had been notified and was 
^leaving her pier to speed toward 
)the Rock. Moments later, six ra- 
'dio cars were on their way to 
strategic points along the water- 
front. 

AUTHORITIES NOTIFIED. 

Meantime Alcatraz authorities 
had notified the Coast Guard, the 
Army and the police of all neigh- 
boring counties. 

The Coast Guard dispatched the 
cutter Daphne and two picket 
boats 19 patrol the Alcatraz 
waters. - v 

; Word reached the Presidio at 
almost th^same moment 4 fcd an 
off icei>aira ten men were itame- 
diat^ ordered to patrdl the 
beach front along Crissy F»4ld. 

A call was put through to Chief 
Agent Nat Piepcr of the local Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation of- 
fice and Pieper himself mobilized 
his staff and hastened to Alca- 
traz- .. 
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Gamble W ith Death at Prisoja- 

HOW FELONS’ ESCAPE WAS THWARTED 



T H wadd ed Her»*s how the 'TVlcatro* ) Arthur *'Doc" Barker and Dale Stamphill wero ing to huild rafU of driftwood. ConTi^lJIHIlS 

I caoe attempt failed. The felon* made way S *hot by gnurdt there. Convict* Rufu* McCain Martin was captured (5) a* he iought io-u*e 


\ through window (1). Then they ran to bluff and Henri Young made way along beach to hit clothing to tie together a driftwood raft ao 

TO (2) and clambered down rock* to cove (3). } cove (4) where they were captured aUempt- he could mafce hit etcape in the dense bay fog 






Inside Details of Rock^ 
Break Plot to Be Bamd 


What lay behind the latest 
desperate attempt of five 
convicts to break ont of Alca^ 
traz? Who was the "brains” 
behind the break? How did 
they get hold of file tools 
with which they sawed their 
way out? — 

P. F. Seed, author of "Mur- 
der Alcatraz/’ who served 
a fotV'yesr "stretch” on Hell 
Bock,\ answers these qnes- 
tions^jas only an ^Insider” 


could answo- tiion* In a 
series of two articles begin- 
ning in ttmwrrow’s Exam- 
iner, 

Beed» whose aensational 
series In The Examiner gave 
the first complete inside lec- 
ture of the working of "The 
Bock>” will shed a new and 
sensational light m file 
latest attempt by convicts to 
beat Alcatraz. Beed lifartual- 
ly forecast this break his 
previous WTltings. ^ 
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Police Record of Five Desperado 


Toughed of the five felons wh<Her alive, but WUed an associate> After Kuykendall and 

I tried to saw their way out of Ah | RusseU Gibson. Earlier. they_had| that Prison and was rewptu^|^ W^^^^ 


eX veLteywas Z Joiiowing another kidnaping, the youngest of the five, ™ serv- 

SS^'T^’^Barkcr, 40. member Barker, mother and brother of Federal Government 25 ye^ f^^ 

tnur ^ KattU a* taVa all *hrpa Af the VOline hOod- DOSt OffiCC lU ChiCagO Ul WM. 


[ Of the notorious murder and kid- the out'law, In a pitched batUe at take all three of the young h^- Ppst offiw jf 
J combine headed by Bark- Oklawaha>la. ^ toms In l^d tried and convirtrt He st^ 

erantf Alvin Karais Convicted of the kidnaping, them In the Myers case, and sent transferred to The Bwk, ,|wa, 

The record of Barker, who was Barker was sentenced to life im- them to ‘The Rock." kkc ^ 


Tne recora OI uarKer, wno wao Xjaxnci ... ctHlra Alnatraz. 

f fatally wounded in yesterday's es- prisonment and brought to Alca- Rufus McCain, 36, was also a ai.Aicatraa. 

cape attempt, dates back 18 traz. kidnaper, spending 99 years In Al- 

years to August, 1921. when he Records of the other four con- ^atraz for the abduction or bank 

was convicted of killing Thomas vlcts in the escape plot: employes during an attempted 

J. Sherrill, elderly night watch- Dale Stamphill, 27, was serving robbery of the National Bank of 
man at St.’ John's Hospital, Tulsa, a life term for kidnaping Dr. Fred idabel, Okla. Originally sent to 
Okla. He was sentenced to life L. Meyers in Lcedy, Okla., in 1935. Leavenworth, he was transferred 
In the Oklahoma State peniten- Stamphill had been a leader in Alcatraz after he attacked a 
tiary, but was paroled September the break of 33 Inmates of the inmate at the l^nsas 

! 10, 1932. Granite, Okla., reformatory a few p^son. 

t TVo years later he and Karpis months earlier, in which a guard jiguri Young, 28, Wad only one 
i engineered the kidnaping of Ed- was killed. major "job” to his r«ord-^t>b- 

’ ward G. Bremer, wealthy St. Paul ANOTHER KIDNAPING. bery of the First National Bank 

banker, and released him 21 days Following the break. Stamphill at Lind, Washington. He was sen- 
later on payment of 8200,000 ran- teamed up with Malloy Kuyken- tenced to McNeil Island ^ M 
som. dall and W. L. Baker Jr., to con- years in 1937, transferred jto Al- 

ASSOCIATE SLAIN. <*uct a reign of terror climax^ catraz, and was a partic^ant In 

Departmcnfe-ef Justice agents by a bank robbery ^ 

followed Barker’s trail for a year, napping of Dr. Myers. They w»e 
finaUy caught him In Chicago on captured, sentenced to life at Mc- 

January 8, 1935. They took Bark- Alester Penitentiary. ^ 
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iPRIOR ATTEMPTS TO FLEE RECALLED 

I <>44. 44^ 44^ #4«> 44^ . ♦+♦!» 

Tragedy Marks Record of Island Prison 


Twice l>efore, desperate little^ 
I groups of Alcatraz long-termers 
[have taken the short end of the 
"chance in a million” in efforts 
[to crash out of the nation’s 
'toughest prison. , 

What happened to Theodore 
ICole and Ralph Roe has never 
|been learned. 

' What happened to James 
Lucas, Rufiis Franklin and 
Thomas Umerick is a matter of 
record— two are serving life 
terms for the murder of Guard 
Royal C. Cline; Limerick was shot 
to death in the battle on the 
"Rock.” 

Roe and Cole, Oklahoma bad 
men, made their fantastic escape 
try a year ago last December, 
under a mantle of fog comparable 
to that in which the five convicts 
dashed f<y;Jzs«dtfm yesterday. 

The morning of December 16, 
the two men slipped through a 


window in the machine shop In^Umerlck made their desperate4death as he tried to escape over 


which they were working, and 
dropped out Of sight. Their 
escape was discovered within a 
half houi^but from that day to 
this, no tangible clue to their fate 
has been found. 

Whether they tried to swim 
the chill, swirling waters and 
were drowned, whether they had 
fashioned a crude raft and cap- 
sized, or whether, by some out- 
side chance .they actuaUy made 
shore and shrewdly dropp^ from 
sight, has never been learned. 

One of the most intensive man- 
hunts in the region’s history was 
carried on for weeks, but failed 
to discover a single trace. Warden 
James A. Johnston expressed the 
conviction that the two had 
drowned, and the complete ab- 
sence of evidence to the contrary 
has added weight to his conten- 
tion. 

DESPERATE ATTEMPT. 

On May 23< five months after 
Roe and Cole made their dash 
for freedom, Lucas, Franklin, and 


plunge. Blit they took a different 
route. 

The three clubbed Guard Cline 
unconscious in the model shop, 
climbed through a window onto 
a roof top, and tried to "rush” 
Tower Guard Harold Stitbs. 

But Stites stood, calmly, and 
poured lead at the trio, kllUng 
Limerick and wounding Franklin. 
Lucas put up his hands and 
surrendered. i 

LIFE SENTENCES. , • ■ | 

dine died the next day, and for 
his murder, Lucas and Franklin 
were tried in Federal Court. The 
Jury returned a verdict of first 
degree murder with recommenda- 
tion for leniency, and the two 
went back to 'The Rock” to serve 
out their life sentences, r, * 

Prior to either of trbse at- 
tempts was the Incident/ of the 
fatal shooting of Joe iy"Dutch” . 
Bowers, mail robber. Prison 
officials said he was shot to 


the high wire fence. Convicts who 
have been freed from the rock 
have maintained, howeve;L that 
Bowers was "stir crazy! and 
having got outside, was jurying 
to clamber back over the; fence 
when a guard shot him ddWn. 
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Prison Searched^ 
For Arms After 5 
Fail in Escape Plot 


Sweeping Inquiry Launched 
But Saws Used by Men ■il 
Not Discovered 1| 


i' 


BARS OF 5 CELLS CUT 


By ALVIN J>, HYMAN 

Arthur “Doc” Banker, a public enemy of note before 
Alcatraz took him over, took the short end of a thousand- 
toK>ne gamble at freedom yesterday — and lost. 

Last nightt the one*time partner of Alvin “Creepy” 
Karpis paid his debt in full. He died in the prison hospital, 
twelve hours after he and four fellow convicts were cap- 
tured at the edge of the island, desperately trying to fashion 
driftwood rafts to aid them in reaching the mainland. 

Even as Barker died, i^he most intensive “shakedown” 
\ the brief but turbulent his^pry of the Federal pen;|tentiary 
cV “The Rock” was being Iau£ ched, to himt out the ^V;^er- 
able point in Alcatraz’ Intemal'^annor. . j 



AitTHUR ’DOC' BARKER 
Siteeurnhs fa Wound 
^niUmtloaal Hen Fbo 


mucisco mwiHER 
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SAW CELL BARS, 


For the five men had sawed their way through spedjpy ' 
i^ated bars of five cells, cut their way through the oi^iter 
. bSirs of the “escape proof' prison and leaped down 6ver|pe 
clSf to the narrow beach before the guards caught up 
ydxk them. At that point, Barker’s overwhelming yearning 

torunCit. So^dDaUSUm,. «v"S' 

hill, * tunic, Warden James A^ln- 

A of rifle fUe out. P launched at 

and both men fell, Barker ^th *^hakedown” de-' 

a bullet in his JL»\d not only to uncover the 

*v behind the almost-success- 

oar. but .too to prevout . 

Tied. dMd, “>* Prtf™ ^ ™tt«ss Bid piece of 

pltal, StMnphUls condition traa ^Ick of furniture 

reported serioi«. in every cell was subjected to 

Barites body was brought to scrutiny by guards Bid 

San Francl^ in a launch, and celebrated "electric stool- 

pl^ In pfgeon,” the mess hall and the 

Theuirreotoer^^ tatoc numerous 

escape plot— Kidnaper «ufus Me. closely examined; 

Cain, Bank Robber Henri Youi^l conceivable hiding place 

and WiUiam Martin, Negro portj ^ ^ 

office robber-suwendered in the j ®” Dosslble 


face of the guards' guns. 
PRISON BEACHED. . 


authorities went after possible 
weapons or instruments which 


PRISON SEACHED. . aid a prisoner toward 

McCain and Young surrendered * 

together. Martin, who had ap- p^tte the closeness of the 


together. Martin, who ha^p- Despite the closeness of the 
paVently detached himself from gg^rch, the saw-blades used to 
the four white men, was found a ^ "saw-proof steel of cell 
qua^r hour later on a narrow ^ window bars had not 

streW of beach, naked a^d work- found by nightfall. 

Ing furiously in an efforts to tie f - - — . . . - — - 


stre V;h of beacn, naaea bm worn- nightfall. | ] 

Ing furiously In an effortUo Ue officials found, J 

drift wood together wHu his answer to the obvious ques- j 
clothes and imprtjvise a ral\ ^ fj,e «caper« of the » 

He received hospital treatment I siieh ouesUonsI 


— — -.-r — --- -- — T . xjona posea uy me vx wc 

He received hospl^ tr^tmentj! desperadoes^ such questions * 

for exposure and for cuts andr 


«8t tfhere «« they nhteln ttc 
saw blldes? How were they a% 
to cut* through, not only nne, btt 

S^pe^'^electirwhSr.uniAJ’ mKOISiO SIAMim 

^clr eelto, to2^perfon«athc ■ 
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Barker stain, Pal Shot 
As 5 Fail in Alcatraz Break 


CONVICTS SEIZED BY " 
ARMED GUARDS 
ON BEACH 


(Continued from 
long and difficult task of cut-V 
ting the bars of the cellhousc 
window? 

PRISON H£AO OUC HERE. 

So important were the early 
and correct answers to such 
questions considered that James 
V, Bennett, director of Federal 
prisons, left Washington a few 
hours after news of the at- 
tempted escape reached him, and 
started for San Francisco to take 
personal charge of the Investi- 
gation. He intended to go to 
Chicago by train and then 
hasten the journey by fiying to 
this Coast. 

Meanwhile, Nat Pieper and his 



G-men were on the island, aid*j 
ing Warden Johnston in the |n-| 
vestigation. 

tnie five convicts, Ward»m 
Johnston disclosed, made 
bi^'teak at approjamately '3:s5 
a. 8^. 

*U'e know they were in their 
eeUv at 3;S0” he said. 
found they were missing when 
we made the hourly checkup 
at 4 a. m. An alarm was Im- 
mediately sounded. Every 
guard on the island was awak- 
«ied. San Francisco police 
and the Coast Guard, and mil- 
itary authorities at the Pre- j 
sldio, and police of the East | 
Bay and Marin were notified In 
accordance with a pre-arranged 
escape plan, 

VISIBIUTE liOW. 

^^erythlng worked out as 
planned. Local police threw 
men along tiudr respective 
waterfrMits. The San Fran- 
etsoo police 'boat, and three 
Coast Guard boats came up 
and began cruising around the 
Island. Our own laonph, with 
Its searchlights stabbing the in- 
tense fog, cruised closer to the 
•bore. 

•It was tile foggiest mgnt i 
Tmw eaer seen. VisibiUty wu 



HENRI YOUNG 
Ceptarmd Cenviet 
~nst«rMUoul Vtwi S«Bxie Pboto. 

Httie above sero. The guards 
formed a ring around the entire 
outer edge of the island, and 
then began dosing In, backed 
iq> by the boats.** 

LONG PLANNED. 

The search, Warden Johnston 
said, had been actually, under way 
Ctnly a few ndnutes when the con- 
victs were spotted on th^t beach. 
\ *They were ordered snr- 
lender,** be said, *hnd thd order 
was repeated as the twijk men ' 
started to mn. When they re- 
fused to hslt, the guards 
opened fire.** 


•Alt nUNOISOO KAMIS5R 

F0pr/pT>?:D bt 
SAI FRANCItJuO DIVISTW? 


DALE SAMPHILL \ 
Shot by Cuanim 
~lBt«rnatloa»t K«w« SoubS Photo. 



Although the 
had obvioiisly been 
in a dvan ce, and although It 
Beems certain that the bar-sa^ng 
must have 

over a long period of time, Ww 
den Johnston 

nothing definite can be learned 
on these pointa. 

^Anything 1 might aay about 
that” he told newspapermen, 
•^^’Ottld be pure 

It was generally beUeved that 
the live convicts, following toe 
technique first us^ 
and Kalph Koe when they disap- 
peared from the Island In Decem- 
^r 1937, deliberately waited lor 
a heavy log to shield their move- 

"'Mlrincrs described toe 
swirled around the 
yesterday morning as the hea^ 
est of the season— and Warden 
Johnston, who made » 
test as soon as the convicts were 
rounded up, 

possible for any in wy « 

the towers to spot the mep m 
they moved through the log toU 
the beach, j 

PEEVIOUS BREAK. | 

Participation of Barker ^the] 
unsuccessful attempt to ^ft J 
the Rock brought up ^teresttogj, 
conjectures. ^ f 

prisoners have > 

iatraz convicts \ 

that Barker engineered mo 
financed the 
break. They say 
many others were fhe^ed to.^ 
make the break, that f t 

been ‘Planted'' near Wand,, 

'hat Cole and Roe 

^ * their confederateS^by 


i their confederaies^By 
makiiigthe break a\pne and ahead 
of schedule. 


AccepUng this toeeay » cor- 



RUFUS McCAiN 
£«cap« Thufia**J 
— HiUr*»U«>n»l Nw S«ui»« Pb«t«. 


reel, and also accepting the con- 
vict belief that Cole and Koe did 
not drown but made a clean get- 
away, it was held not Impossible 
that Cole and Roe may have had 
a boat waiting, somewhere in the 
fog, when toe five made their 
dash early yesterday. , 

Against any such possibility,! 
[however, is toe official belief tlat | 
Cole and Roe drowned, plus toe 
report of police and Coast Guard , 
[boats that cruised around the' 
Island early yesterday. No 
“strange” boats were near the 
island, they aald. 

Nevertheless, the search was 
extended thitoughout the day^and 
into the early hours of this morn- 
ing. A Coast Guard cutter cruised 
the Marin County waterfront past 
midnight, flashing its powerful 
‘searchlight upon all mooring 
docks. One blast of its whistle 
iwas answered by two blasts from 
i^traz, and the cutt er h^de d 
ba^ across the Bay toWaJ«*n 
Prandsca 
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ISeimett Flics 
I ITo See ‘Rock’ Saws 


Alcatraz Due for Record Shakeup as Result 
Of 5 Felons Hacking Cell Bars 


tks quietly as inmates try to slip out, James V. Bennett, 'liead man” of Amer| 
fed|ral prisons, apparently slipped silently into Alcatraz today. \ 

bfficial £:ovemment cars met a ferry toda^ and an unidentified *idsitor 
whisked to Alcatraz via special launch, but neither Bennett onr. Warden Jamr 
Johnston was available to confirm his arrival. , 


*■ Bennett was expected U. • 
rive by pljpie and Warden John- 
stoi said earlier that ‘^c ex- 
pected him “by noon.” 'F 
Bennett’s trip here W4s chief- 
ly to see about the saws which . 
"sprung" five felonus from their ! 
Alcatraz cell block and to head 
a thorough shaking down of the 
prison as the result of the latest 
escape try to end in violent 
failure " 

i VITAL QUESTIONS 
With prison officials and O- * 
men balked In a three day inch- ; 
by-lnch search for the saws with ^ 
which the slain Arthur (*'Doc"> ! 
Barker and four lesser prisoners | 
cut their way out, the entire 
. Island faced a figurative Inside- 
out turning, to reach the answer 
to these three Questians; 


I How were the saws obtained 
and secreted and later disposed 
^ of after the convicts "made It^to 
Y the beach, where two were sTOt 
'^and ^^flve captured Pri&y 


j GUARD LAXITY DOUBTED 
. How could the severing of the 
bars of five separate cells, neces- 
sarily a painstaking task of pos- 
sibly weeks, have been concealed 
.from guards? 

What drastic, long-range 
changes are needed on Alcatraz 
to Insure against a repetition of 
ithe escape try, which came all too 
close to succeeding? . 1 , 

' ^0 action has beenllt^en 
a&inst any guard for 'laxity,* 
jprjSton officials said, as there was 
no^vidence that any had failed 
tojfterdse the greatest care and 
.vigilance. 


BAl? FRANCISCO CALL-BULLETIN , 
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1 

was siuity a case of beinr 
anable to be more than one place 
at the same time,'' Warden 
Johnston aald« ■ ^ 

CELL BREAXi&S gWleD 
With Bennett’s amVal from 
Washington the four s\^vors of 
the attempted break-^three in 
solitary and one In the prison 
hospltal^faced renewed grilling. 

Bennett was expected to lead 
the questioning of £>ale Stamp- ^ 
hill, shot in both legs but re-*^ 
ported Improving in the pri^n 
|hospltaI after being near death 
from loss of blood. 

The other three in solitary 
confinement are Rufus McCain, 
bank robber and kidnaper; '' 
Henri Young, bank robber, and 
William Martin, Kegro, postoffice 
robber. Previous questioning by 
prison officials revealed nothing 
to solve the riddle of the escape, 
it was reported. 


OUTSIDE AID HUKTED 
Pbsslbility that th^ escape con- 
spirators might have counted on 
outside aid In their escape was 
still being considered, but no evi-- 
dence to support this theory has 
been uncovered, Warden John- 
ston said. 

The body of Barker, former co- 
leader of the notorious Barker- 
Karpis gang, serving life for the 
1200,000 Bremer kidnaping, la-- 
at the morgue here, awaiting 
claim from his father, Gcort. 
Barker of Joplin. Mo. ' 
Barker, shot in the head aUd 
Rg when he ignored guards* ch- 
eers to halt at the water’s edat, 
»d In Uie prison hospital lafe 

I ^ inquest Into his death will 
(be set later In the week, Coroner 
It. B. W. Leland said, probably 
(for Thursday. ’ 
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( yZr-TTfCy-i..', ■ 

EllSI OwJy; 


SAN FRAKCISC0--B1STRICT ATTORNEY MATTHEW BRADY TODAY USSED 
ABANDONMENT OF ALCATRAZ AS A FEDERAL PRISON. 

AROUSED BY LAST WEEiCS ATTEMPTED 'BREAK, BRADY RECOMMENDED THAT TflE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE START A DRIVE TO HAVE THE FEDERAL 

■ GOVERNMENT TRANSFER ITS "DEVIL’S ISLAND" ELSEWHERE. 

■ THE RECOMMENDATION WAS IN A LETTER TO MARSHALL DILLJ NEW PRESIDENT 

\ OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. . / 

■ 1/21 0N2A5P J ' / 

A- ■ ■ , , 






7 -S- /' 


260 


# 


c 


o 




b. Natbiia 


Ittr.Ci«M 

Mr. Ceffejr .... 

Mr. Croffrt 

Mr. Scan 

Mr. Fozwortb 
Mr. Olavtn .... 
Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Mclsl 


EVES HIM 




SAWS USED 




IN ALCA TRAZ 
PRISON BREAK 


6AK FRANCISCO NEWS 

forwarded BF 

BAH FRAHCISCO DIVISION 

V/ /- /••' yAN14l93:. 

1 




c o 


OFFICIALS HERE 
>ND IN EAST 
ARE WORRIED 

Portable Scientific Devices 
Balked in Search for Con- 
I victs’ Escape Tools 

U.S.DIfiECTOR OW WAY HERE 

Bennett to Arrive Monday to 
Join Warden Johnston in 
Investigation 


V *TVe have not found the sairt, 

hkM «levete i»di« »-^ 
Heepy-vblced Warden James A. 
JohnaUm, He had teen up most cf 
the nl«M. after teln^ routed teii hi 
I a. m. the night before. 

Behind his casual and unoom* 
tounlcatlve oomment lay deep wonr 
smong officialdom here and in 
Washington 

Prison Director Coming 
Though the warden would not 
say so., yesterday’s bloody hreak 
]brought the most serious threat to 
(the prison’s security since It was 
Wtabllshed In 1833—that Is why IN- 
Sector of Prisons James V. Bennett 
U homing here from Washington. 

! . There have been other Island qs- 
Mpe attempts that were more spec- 
tacular without bringing Mr. Ben- 
pett here on the run. Be will ar- 
jrlve Monday. 

> He and Warden Johnston want 
the answers to these questlcms: 
Prom where came the saws, 

' obviously numerous and of good 
quality to bite (brongh specially 
treated steel? 


Portable “electric eyes** 
jpeered over every suspected 
Inch of Alcatraz today as an 
;alarmed Government sought 
•the gaping hole that criminal' 
running has knocked in The 
Rock's v/iunted impregnability. 

i But after more than U hours of 
' search, these and other iclenltfio 
i devices had n6t found the saws 
I which' five felons yesterday used to 
' escape their . . 


^ One convict, notorious Artiiur 
Upoc) Barker, died last night of 
wounds from guards’ rifles when tbs 
Imen were iaand at the water** edge. 
I Dale^.gtarifll!hm, Oklahoma lifer 
;who was also wounded, still wps-tirii 
serious condition teit docl^gsvo 
;hlm a good chance tbx life. The three 
others surrendered... - . 


vffve convicts In Bve sepsrate cells 
saw. through five separate doon 
- and then through, an outside eor- 
; rldor window? They are checked 
‘ hourly, 

■ And If they did It over a period Of 
days, why did not routine inQ)ections 
discover their work? 

Why did not the magnetic detectoru 
("electric eyes") find the saws as 
they were brought Into the main ceil 
block? 

If the saws were slipped In from u 
prison workshop, why did not the 
dally equipment count disclose their 
absence? 

There were other questions, too^ 
but these were enough to make ths 
warden red-eyed from loss of sleep. 

Portable Electric ^es 

The warden disclosed lor the first 
time that the prison Is equipped with 
portable electric eyes, now s e a r c hi ng 
out every conceivable place that the 
saws might be hidden. 

The magnetic detectors or elertrls 
eyes are stationed at several pointa 
In the main oellblock, and shduld 
disclose any metal object, no matter 
how small, that a convict might try 
to take Into bis cell with him. said 


the warden. 

There was always the poftlbUlty. 
.too, that the convicts threw 
{into ^ Bay. . 
iMST^oes not beUeve tbm^ 


r rrvra to iwr* *. Cshiw* 4> ' 
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MOfiE ABOUT 

'alcatiwz^ 


o«me from off th» Islud, Mr. Jolui-; 
Bton SAld. I 

Re would not venture tn opinion 
u to whether the convicts hed. 
worked eeveral nlchis eawing the, 
bars. 

*That’i awfoUy hard to •ay,'* be > 
•plained. *1 beeltate to eon- | 
Jectorc.** \ 

MeaawlUle Coroner T. B. W. Leland 
announced that an inquest would be . 
held next week into the death of 
Barker. i 

ServieM for Barker | 

Barker’s body was brought to the i 
mainland last night and placed in' 
the W. C, Lasswell mortuary. Fronij 
there, unless Barker's aged father! 
in Missouri eialms the body, funeral 
services will be held next week. | 
The mortician, who haa the Qov>' 
emment contract for burying bodies 
of unclaimed prisoners, said "simple , 
but respectful" services would bo^ 
conducted. { 

Barker's death at 40 ended a crim« >> 
Inal career that began when he was 
a boy in the lead and dne mining 
country of the Ozark HiUa. It wipes . 
out all but one of the criminal Bar- { 
ker family~a brother in l^ven-' 
worth. f 

Tb<^ther oonviets in the escape 
attemplSRenry Youn f; it .^ufua 
McCain, 3«, and William Martin. », 
got the customary aoUtarv treatment. 


Sixth Fatal Attempt 
L Barker was the sixth man to die 
faviSeHt death in efforts of 
to beat the Rock-eixth, that ia. if 
the Oovemraent Is right In its belief 
that Ralph Roe and Ted Cole 
drowned. . 

One of these six was a guard. Ro^ 
lal‘0. Cline, slain last spring by 
' Rufus rrankUa and James XiUW 
1 in the escape ptot that brought death 
to Thomas Limerick. The other w 
Joe (Dutch) Bowers. maU reb^r. 
•hot as he attempted to aoale the 
fence. * ^ ^ ^ 

I This latest chapter of prison ^no- 
lence began In the year’s densest 
fog shortly before 4 a. m. ye®ter" 
day when the five crept from their 
cells in the main cell Mqpk. Down 
the corridor they crept, thn^h » 
corridor window and down to the 
groimd. 

To Watei'f Mge 

Eludlxig the guard watch in the 
for. they ran and slid down to the 
Wand’a Oolden Oate aide, ■calcd 
• high fence and scrambled down a 
short cUff to the water’s edge. 

It was there that guards, called 
from bed when the abaence of the 
felons from their cells was discovered 
at 4 a. m.. picked out the group in 

the fog. Young and McClain gave up 
Without a struggle. 

Rifles brought down Barker and 
BUmpWll when they ra n. 

Martin waa found septirmU!l>. fles^ 
perately attempting to fashion ^ 
drlRwowHann. 
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Blades Not Traced Beyond Corridor Where Con- 
viots Cut Through Barred Windows; , 
May Be Lost in Bay Waters; - 

Uny saw blades — ^to desperate convicts a treasure greater 
than gold, to prison keepers a threat as serious as guns^ 
are suspended like swords over the heads of Alcatraz offi- 
cialdom. So long as those saw blades are mlssing~and today 
Warden James A. Johnston was directing the fourth day of a 

jnJniite but fruitless *ewcb— The^" ' — — 

Rock remains ripe for another prisoo were left behind by the ^Wping 
break bloodier even, perhaps, felons for others who would WSH an* 

of notorious Arthur (Doc) Barker, of foreboding over jGaitraz. 

The Bock Tense ’ i>. 

The Rock Is tense and restless, 
gripped by the uncertainty of things 
to come. Guards move with a nerv- 
ous alertness. (Convicts are suUen 
and watchful. 

Into this atmosphere, due some- 
time today, comes Director of Prisons 
James V. Bennett from Washlngtcm 
—his hurried trip Indicates how Im- 
portant to the Department of justice 
are those saws. 

^ene could they be? 

Cut Through Bam 
Five convicts used them last 
Thursday night to saw out of five 
separate cells In the main oellblock. 

. The convicts took them from the cells 
Into the corridor to saw through the 
barred corridor window. There the 
trace of them ends. 

At Washington. Science Servlee 
suggested that the sawi might be 
made by earboloy, the tungsten 
carbide and cobalt material which 
ranks- next to diamond In hard- 
ness. t,Nonmeial, It would not be 
. detect^ by the prison “eleOMe 

The eonvlcts reached water's tt\fe 
before they were caught They eoi^ 
have thrown the blades Into the 
But officials do not believe so. 

Tb The Rock’s desperate men 
; those bl ades are prtoeless. Th^ 
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Inside Sf^y' of 

At Alcatraz Reveai^ 





skih«”?ss:s I HsssiFa-Haz 


■Saws Abound in 


(Rock' Cells, Says 
Former Inmate 


"WhUe prison dttfftorfttef today 
tought the tolttfioTi o/ hoio five 
men were able to saw their way 
out of their Alcatraz cells, P, F. 
Reed, former convict, declares 
that despite all precautions. 

, dozens of saws are circulating 
among the prison colony. 

This article, first of two by the 
author of ’‘Murder on Alcatraz” 
mho spent four years on the 
island, again “Ufts the lid.'* 


By P. F, HEED. 

Copyrifht. J93B. Beant PuUicationa. Inc. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 16.— 
The "electric #tool pigeons* you 
have heard so much about are a 
long ways from fool proof, 
i And Uncle Sam, who spent 
nlenty of money to make the Rock 
rbriar proof,” economized on 
hack saw blades. 

That is the reason Arthur "Doc” 
Barker, one of the worst trouble* 
makers and agitators they’ve ever 


had out on the Rock, is dead and 
ih* bars on five ceU doors will 
haW to be fixed. 

Barker. "Casey" Young, Rufus 
McCain, Rale Stamphill and Bill 
Martin sawed their way out .t 
heir cells— or had the aawing . 

one for, them— with blades that l 

avc been iloating arouiS gSr 
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■ -jyQU teK me how they got ^ fc . ■ 

-pose« to make the rounds or the ' to, that ^At^. and maybe ru tell II | AEg*gw^wn« WEthnEEm. 

tiers every half ' hour. Besides ^ how tE^^d It without- being. fi I .» 

i^ese, there’s & lieutenant wbo’sj seen or heard when It’s so quiet a, 
cough sounds like a cannon shot.' 

Althoi^h It’s strictly against the 
rules, some of the guards over 


in and out all night long. 

During the day two guards are| 
on the floor, and there is always) 
one on each catwalk. All of them, 
tmless they fall asleep or Just don’t 


there hSe-been know^t tp 


But they wouldn’t all drunk 




want to see, have a full view of the' once. They could have been asleep, 
block from end to end. The walls I'm certain no Pederal employe 
are as bare as a pool table and as could be fixed, although ohe free, 
light as day In both ends and down! man was canned for brir^tom 
the side corridors. ' mon«y iato the cons along late Itt 

1935. ! 

Guard on Catwalk , There was a heavy fog Friday, 

- - -■ morning when the boys went out 

Snores in Afternoon the window. That gives the out>| 

^ _ Bide crew an out, even though the 

I’ve seen a guard on the catwalk ^ parade through an 

dead to the world. 1 came out of oscillating searchlight as bright as{ 
the kitchen at 8 o’clock In the a navy battleship’s. They also had 
hiiftr him **> dodgc a prowl car which patrols 
afternoon and you coidd near ^ ^ 

snoring all over the block. He s ^ guards In Jt 
a big swede and used to be a lum- u j ■ 

berjack. There he sat with his r^ifowor* Had to_fa<g 
feet propped up pn the bars on the) Under Guard Towort 
cellhouse side. Any con could 


have stepped up on a dedc below 
the catwalk and snatched the gim. 
X stopped and watched him for a 
minute. Be snored right on, with 
his mouth open a foot, through all 
the noise of the cons walking 
dofwn the tiers on their way to 
take a bath. 

Another time, 25 or 30 cons in 
the kitchen saw a sc^ew in the 
tower snorhig away. They could 
look through the kitchen window 
and see him with his head tilted 
back next to Uie telephone so be 
could bear the bell if it rang. 

That happened so many times 
latef the kitchen help used to kid 
him. He’d say he was being fed 
•0 good he was getting so fat he 
couldn’t help It. He weighed 140 
When he came in on the bum and 
weighed 335 when he left Inci- 
dentally, he was the same guy 


The way they came out thcyl 
missed the wire fence, but they 
must have passed across a broad 
patch of lawn in the glare of the 
light and almost under one of the 
main guard towers~-withln 100 


Predicted by P. F. Peed 


Doc Barker’s fate was In the 
cards. 

Two months ago. In the New 
Tork Journal and American, 
P, P. Reed, Alcatraz ex-con- 
vict hinted of trouble to come; . 

**Be (Barker) has been in 
more trouble than anyone on 
the Bock.,.** 


The Doc’s trouble-maUng J 
ended In death following anj 
Ill-fated bolt lor freedom. 

P. F. Reed tells all aboutmtl 
today — and will tell more im| 
tomorrow’s Instalment of tljpj 
gripping "inside” story, , 


ft obvious that It was planned for 
months in advance. The circum- 
stances make it Impossible for the 
break to have been one unda-{ 
taken cm the spur of the z&oment. 

Barker unquestionably was the 
{leader of the gang because he was 
the only one who had any guts 
and % little sense mixed with it.j 
There’s also the fact that there! 
have been live attempts to escape 
lAlcatraz, and he was cut in on all 
'of them but two. 

The second trick, when Ralph 
and Ted Cole went out the mat 
{shop window and disappeared, he 
was kept In the cell house. There 


others besides' Barker 

to 1 .937 trying to climb the iDcto-'^upposp^ jjp Three 

Of the five were in the shop 
jjog (jpjg pushed out the 


1 


who lost Ihe ^des. 

Cowt. in Bf ik Had f 
Pats UekodI Wff GaU 

To- get from their oells to thoi 
window they went through, thOM 
flve cons had to pass down a lonj 
(lorridor, turn a comer within 3(| 
iieet of the catwalk screw, and thm 
^0 through a locked wire gate, . * 


window they’d^had fixed for weeks, 
climbed to the ground, twisted the 
lock off the gate and disappeared, 
headed lor the Qolden Gate. 

Roe awj Cola Believed \ 

Drowned lit Escape | 

The D. J.’g claim Roe and Cede _ 
drowned t rying to swim the Gate,” 
but 80 per cent of the cons believe 
they’re free and going strong. 

Anyway, they gave Barker and 
the rest the double-cross because 
they dldnT; even tell the three who 
were in the mat shop that they 
were on their way. They Jual 
scrammed. Tpie other two T 



m 


Barker mi^d again when tbeg|[ 




0 « 


0 


9 


^Vfi«4cn«cked off and Tranum was 
crippled In the deal. 

Barker would probably have cot 
his then if he'd been in the posi- 
tion to be there. 

Barker Ut Out Onfy 
On Special Occasiont 


d^n3l8xc phoney bar in the hos- 
pital. So did four others. They 
wouldn't ah get sick at the aame 
Ime and that’s why the stage was 
'6t for so long without any action. 

Again. last May 23, Barker was 
in the lurch when Limerick. 
Lucas and Franklin killed Cline 
ajid climbed up to the roof of the 
n^el shop bHilding. Limerick 


But that was after the Cole and 
Roe beef and Barker was laid in 
and wasn't let out except on special 
occasions. These were when an 
army transport would come in and 
they'd need extra men In the 
laundry. The rest of the cons 
were logical candidates for the 
caper. 

“Casey” Young was nothing but 
a loud-mouthed kid, with a lot of 
gab and no guts. But he had a 
record as a trouble-maker. He 
also had a reputation— or thought 
he had— that he had to keep up 
in there. The only thing that 


pusnea nun mco uus was bis repu* 
tatlon. not guts. 

Stamphill Once Tried to 


Flee Reform Scheel 


Rufus McCain was an ex-convict 
gun guard at Tucker Farm, Arkan- 
sas. He wasn’t very well thought 
|of on the Rock, He was the one 
who carried In the shiv on the 
Cline beef and attempted to cut 
another con's throat. 

The popular Opinion was that| 
he was in on the Cline deal and 
that It turned out to be a little 
too rough for him. So he had toj 
pull something to get himself: 
locked up and safely out of the 
way. That way they couldn’t say] 
he was yellow. 

StamphiU Is nothing but a punk 
kid, too. With the time he’s got 
'life — he naturally- thinks he’s 
tough and he’s trying to convince 
[everybody else. He's had three or 
four fights and lost every one of 


them. His hottest ' pofoxmaxi . 
was an attempt to escape trood' 
[Oklahoma reform school 

1 don’t remember Martlm al 
though I might if I had a pietur 
[of him. r . 

With a line-up like that, it na' 
|tu-all 7 beccxnes a question why t' 

I officials didn’t teke more preca 
tions to make sure they wouldn 
figure a new angle for check' 
of the Rock. 

After all. the dine case show 
the cons they had nothing to^ 
by attempting to break, 
cially those doing life. It look 
lllke the worst they could get w 
la bullet or another life sente 
And, after all. what’s one lif 
sentence more or less. 

(Another of the eerki W 
stories about Alcatrae. bp P, 111 
Reed, author of '‘Murder m 
Alcafros" trill appeor in tsW 
New York oumal and Atnerictm 
tomorrowJ 



Hire Six 'Mourners'! 
fo Bury 'Doc' Barker 

8AN FRANCISCO, Jan. 18.— (ffl 
— Arthur (“Doc") Barker.notorlous 
Djldwestem murderer and kid- 
naper. vas buried yesterday while 
prison officials tried to unravel 
tlft mystery of how he led an 
aiiemptcd break from "impre^ 
nable” Alcatraz. Six dry-eyA 
men, all paid for their present, 
Stood beside the grave as BarVa 
was buried. M 





Escapes, Mutinies^^^ f 
Alcatraz Recounted \ 

I The recent history of eerie Al- lematical, for their disappear^ wounded by James d Lticas i \ 
f catraz, the rock-like, somber ance was complete— their bodies bank robber Lucas blamed Cal 
.home Of big shots of crim^and. ’"c” not'joining in the mj . 

has been punctuated many t mes selves for the bitterly cold waters April, 

by spectacular breaks, mutlniw bay by taking increasingly . James A. Johnston was 

^ and riots since it became a fed- jo„ger cold showers In the Rock’s *»y ®«^on Phillips, Kan- ^ 

' S bathhouse for days before they a 6**-day sit- ^ 

Not the least among these up- turned up missing strike In September of 1937. 

heavals was the one in 1939 when p^av-miw km’t warden, a strong man. had 

^ Arthur (“Doc”VBarker was killed, J, gone into the prison dinine-room 

airotlliri aiTfluW siit^ three other - A phMitom boat was sought jq ^ prisoners when 
luckless badmen were recaptured Phillips stepped up and broke th< 

; after a wild gun battle. warden’s jaT ^ 

With Doc Baker was Dale *jfa^ates of the Edward Wutke, 36 year old 

SlamphiU, 27, who was serving murderer, slashed his wrists and 

life for kidnaping. He was shot, fogbound throat with a stolen razor No- 

but later recovered. swimming. j3 „„ died ^fort 

: Rufus McGain, 36, 99-year coSved*^Ld"pvp^tJrt ^ Infirm- - 

termer for bank robbery and kid- conceived and exewted ary. 

• naping; Henry Young, 28, doing An^ Alcatraz prisoners, from tlmt 

.. twenty years for bank robbery, to time, have attempted to slu| 

and wmUrn Martin, 25, Negro, guards or to make a sprinl - 

; gave up without a struggle when w„ freedom as they were taker 

; Barker fell victim of guardsmen’s w ^ federal court la Bar 

- ' guns. former Number One badmen of pjanclsco 

But this break was short-lived. country. _ waKwa 

N . It lasted Just long enough for 100 IN MUTINY GIRL mak^ SWIM i 

the five to saw five bars from But there have been repeated 
' their windows and make a run flare ups and riots, stabbings and "^o^latcd 

i for it. - killings, January 21, 1936, found ^ 

{ TWO ESCAPE 100 prisoners In a wild mutiny. , ■ 

Another sensational break, one were put on bread -to^gS’* Sn H wm 

:that has never been solved. 

; wme in December of 1937, two Vaughan, an Incaroerated. Midler, 

old robber, and Theodore Cole, PfJfpS^h^* shot and ^ Thomas FYanev and - 

'"‘S’" C*W>N® stabbed .wtanitog^rtMtte w.p 
Ishtd In the fog-shrouded bay, June 23, 1936, found the most in 1918, four soldiers escaDed/by 
- be heard from again, famous prisoner of ail, Al Capone, swimming while their fellow dris- 

• Whether they made good their the “Scarface” of old Chicago oners were eating Thankseillne 

gefaway has always been prob- gangdom, stabbed and seriously d inner * . * 

• 4 ? ^ .. - 
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